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ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING FORM

County: St. Clair Site Name: Ruby Mine
Field Number:
Quadrangle (7.5"): O’ Fallon (1991)

Revisit: N
State Site No.: 1181644
Date Recorded: 01/06/2005

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (to quarter quarter quarter)

Align: SE 1/4s: N\WNW SE SW SWNE NENE SW SE NE SW Section: 21 Township: 2 N Range: 8 W

Align: 1/4s: Section: Township: Range:
Align: 1/4s: Section: Township: Range:
Align: 1/4s: Section: Township: Range:

UTM Coordinates (by ISM): UTM Zone: 16 UTM North: 4,277,005
Ownership: Private

ENVIRONMENT

Topography: Upland Ridge
Nearest Water Supply: Little Canteen Creek
Soil Association: Fayette—Rozetta—Stronghurst

UTM East: 239,204

Elevation (in meters): 174
Drainage: Mississippi 8

Description: The site is centered on a narrow ridge spur bordering the upper end of Little Canteen Creek. The top of the
ridge spur is largely open ground, while its northern and western slopes are timbered. A railroad line runs
along the east side of the site.

SURVEY
Project Name: Ruby Mine Survey Site Area (square meters): 55,188
Ground Cover (List up to 3): Forest Brush Grass Visibility (%): 0

Survey Methods (List up to 2): Pedestrian
Site Type (List up to 2): Commercial Habitation

Standing Structures: Y

SITE CONDITION

Extent of Damage: Moderate
Main Cause of Damage: Vandalism

MATERIAL OBSERVED

Number of Prehistoric Artifacts (count or é'stirﬁate): 0 ..
Prehistoric Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Prehistoric Surface Features: N

Number of Historic Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Historic Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Historic Surface Features: Y

Description: The survey documented a number of standing structures and foundation ruins associated with the coal mine formerly
active on this site. Two retaining ponds/basins associated with the mine also were documented.

TEMPORAL AFFILIATION (check all that apply) Colonial (1673-1780):

Prehistoric Unknown: Late Archaic: Mississippian: Pioneer (1781-1840):
Paleoindian: Woodland: Upper Mississippian: Frontier (1841-1870):

Archaic: Early Woodland: Protohistoric: Early Industrial (1871-1900): Y
Early Archaic: Middle Woodland: Historic Native American: Urban Industrial (1901-1945): Y

Middle Archaic: Late Woodland: Historic (generic): Post-War (1946-present): Y
Description: Documentary research indicates that a coal mine was in operation at this site from 1888 through 1935. In

addition to the surface structures specifically associated with the mine’s operation, there also was workers’

Surveyor: C. Stratton Institution: FRR Survey Date: 10/31/2004 Curation Facility: FRR
Site Report by: C. Stratton Institution: FRR Date: 01/04/2005

IHPA Log No.: IHPA First Sur. Doc. No.:

Compliance Status: NRHP Listing: N
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United States Geological Survey maps of the O’Fallon and French Village, Illinois

Quadrangles showing limits of the Ruby Mine Site (USGS 1991, 1993).
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