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INTRODUCTION

This report details the documentation of a mid-nineteenth-century-era Three-Bay
Threshing, or English, Barn that was located at the Norton-Eaton Farmstead in rural Plainfield,
Will County, Illinois. The farmstead is located on land owned by the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources (IDNR) and currently leased to the Plainfield Township Park District. The
Three-Bay Barn was the oldest extant building on the farmstead and had been poorly maintained
in recent decades. By 2000, the barn was considered a significant enough safety risk to warrant
demolition. The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) determined the barn was not
eligible for inclusion onto the National Register of Historic Places. This determination applied
only to the barn and not to either the farmstead or any other buildings located upon it (Haaker
2000). Even though the IHPA did not regard the barn as National-Register eligible, IDNR
consented to the documentation of the building prior to its demolition, since it represented an
excellent example of an early northern Illinois barn type. The barn is referred to as the Norton
Barn in this report, rather than the Norton-Eaton, since it was Benjamin Norton who built the
structure in circa 1843-1853. The farmstead remained in the hands of the Norton Family until
1928 when Clayton Eaton acquired the property (Lambert 2000). The only other building on the
farmstead that dates from the nineteenth century is a small stone smokehouse.

The purpose of this project is to document the physical structure of the Norton Barn,
provide a site history, and place the building in its proper historical context. The field
investigation was conducted in November 2000. Documentary research on the property was
done more recently and was carried out primarily at the Illinois State Archives and Illinois State
Library. Information on the various barn types in Will County was obtained from two sources:
the 1873 Combination Atlas Map of Will County, Illinois (Thompson Brothers and Burr 1873),
which has detailed lithographs of farmsteads in the county, as they appeared in the middle-to-late
nineteenth century; and the Rural Historic Structural Survey of Wheatland, Plainfield, and
Lockport Townships, which provides contemporary survey data on the surviving barns in the
vicinity of the Norton-Eaton Farm (Wiss et al. 2000). Another source utilized during the project
was the Preliminary Assessment of the Buildings and Site at the Norton-Eaton Farm, Plainfield,
Illinois (Lambert 2000). The latter report provides documentary and oral history concerning the
Norton and Eaton families, as well as description of the other buildings at the site.


