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Locational Information and Survey Conditions

County: Franklin Quadrangle: Sessa (1975)

Project Type/Title Phase Il Naional Regster of Historic Pleces evduation of Intastae Coal
Company Mine No. 22 Ste a Sesser, Franklin County, Illinais. This mine operaed
undea multiple names during its history including: M odern Cod Company Mine No. 1
(1917-1919); Southern Gem Cod Company Mine No. 2 (1920-1927); and Brewerton
Coa Company Mine No. 22 (1927-1934). Thelllinois Sate Gedogica Survey identifies
the ébandoned coal mine asIndex Numba 134.

Responsible Federal /State Agendes: IDNR (Abandoned M ined Lands Reclamation Division)

Lega Location:
NEYs SWY,, SEYs;
NWY4, SWY, SEY,

Section 12
Township 5 South, Range 1 East of 3" PM.
Franklin County
Illinais
UTM: 320,533 North 4,218,969 East

Natural Divison: 9b; Mt. Vernon Hill Country Section (b) of the Southern Till Plain Divison
(9) (Schwegman 1973).

Project Description: Theprojed consiged of a Phasell National Register of Historic Pleces
evaluation of an @andoned cod mining property that was in opeaation from 1917
through 1934. The proposed reclamation activity will primarily involve the remova of
the above-gade poartions of foundationsand other grudures and the filling or sealing of
any visible or otherwise known shafts (i.e, mineentries, air shafts, etc.) and pits.

Topography: The mine Ste is located on the spur of alow upland ridge on the northeastern
edgeof theCity of Sesser. The Burlington Northern-Sarta Fe Railroad runs i mmediately
west of thesite and delineates its westem limits. An upper tributary of Jaskie Branch
wraps around the southern and eastern sides of the site. Much of the sitepresertly is used
as tilled agiculturd ground. Second-growth forest, however, surrounds the ruins of the
minebuildings and also is present dong the stream.

Sails: Hoyelton—Cisne—Huey soil association.

Drainage: Unnamned intermittent dream; Jaskie Branch; Rend Lake, Big Muddy River;
M issssippi River

Land Use/Ground Cover: Scatered forest with undersory shrubs and herbaceous spedes
sepaated by tilled agricultura ground.



Surwey Limitations: Thebuildings and other structuresat thesite have either been demolished
or have experienced severe deterioration since the mine's abandonment. The ruinous
stateof theextant buildings, coupled with accumul ation of soil and detritus through time,
complicated their documentation in some instances. Several mine buildings known to
have been present at the ste (based on documentary sources) have no surface imprint at
al. Subsurface festures associated with these strudures micht remain but were not
investigated.

Archaeolodcal and Historical Information

Historical Hats/Atlases/Sour ce:

Interstae Coal Company MineNo. 22 islocated in northwestem Franklin County, which
liesin the heart of the “ Quality Circle” of the Southern Illinois coal field. The Herin
cod seam in this area is natable nat only for its thickness, which averages 9, but alsofor
its high BTU rating and exceptionally low sulfur content (compared to other Illinois
coads). The seam aso is almog level and mostly free of faults, which makes the
undeground mining less complex and dlows the workings to extend great distances
beyond a centrd shaft (Brown and Webb 1941:X1X). Due to the extreme depth of the
coal veins here, however, virtually no coal mining ocaurred in Franklin County during
the nineteenth century. Indeed, there was consider able doubt asto theextent of theloca
coal resources until the Zeigler Coad Company opened the Leite M ineat the present-day
site of Zeiger and discoveed one of therichest coal vens in the gate (Ange 1983:118-
119; Frier 1919:235-236; Aiken 1918:147). Thismine, which started production in 1904,
was the firg to be openal in Franklin County. Although the tota number of mines
ultimetely gperatedin Franklin was relatively low compaed to other counties in the state,
the mines theretended to be very large operations, employing hundreds of men. 1n 1918,
for example the twenty-four mines then operating in the county employed awork force
of 11,618 and produced over 12 million tons of coal (lllinois Department of M ines and
Mireras [IDMM] 1918:257). Franklin County enjoyed the distindion of produang
more cod than any other county in the United States during this period. The ooal
industry also sparked a rapid increase in the county’s population, which rose from
approximatdy 20,000 to 60,000 beween 1900 and 1920 (Aiken 1918:151).

Theearly development of Sesser was intimately linked to the coal industry. The town
wasplatted in 1905 by the Chicagp, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad (C. B. & Q. RR.)

along a new line the railroad was building into the Southern Illinois coa fields, running
south from Centralia. It was named after John Sesser, a surveyor for the C. B. & Q.

Early in 1906, the Keller Mine was sunk east of Sesser. The development of this mine
shaft spurred arapid growth of town.* In November 1905, the community coud claim a
mere seventeen residents, but by March of the following year it reportedly had a
popuation of around 600. By 1915, Sesser had 2,000 resdents (City of Sesser 2009).

! |dentified as ISGS Index No. 50, thismine laer was operated & the Sesser Cod Company (1907-1908, 1911-
1920) and Franklin County Cdliery Company (1908-11) Mine No. 1 and firdly as Od Ben Cod Corporation Mine
No. 16 (1920-1931) (ISGS 20031).



The mine site that is the subject of this report was opened in 1917 and was part of the
genaation of mines opened in Southern Illinois duringthe World War |-era coal boom.
Theminewas developed and initially operated by the Modern Coa Company. The May
19, 1917 edition of Coal Age carried a short notice in respect to the new minein Sesser,
stating’ “Modern Coad Company, acomposed largely of Champaign, I1l. business[s] men
is preparingto sink a shaft northeast of town. A 4,000 ton mine is contemplated with
electric hoig, haulage, and equipment” (Coal Age Vol. 11, No. 20: p. 892. col. 2). Wark
on the shaft must have been shortly after this article was published, considering that the
mine was reported upon in the annua report for the Eleventh Ingection Didrict of
[llinas for the y ear endingJune 30, 1917:

The M odem Coa Company, a new company of Franklin County, is
sinking a mine one-haf mile north of Sesser on theC. B. &. Q. R.R. The
hoiging shdt is 11 feet 4inches by 17 feet 3 inches, to be equipped with
self-dump cages. The air shaft is 11 fea by 15feet. The shats will be
660 feet degp to No. 6 cod. Thecoa at thisloction is 9 feet thick. The
mineis to be moden and will be equipped for adaily production of 4,000
tons (Degratment of M inesand Minerals IDMM 1917:249).

Construction work on the mine's surface plant gparently continued into the firs half of
the following y ear, as thewashhouse there has a1918 date upon it. Development of the
undeground works also was still in progess. Between July 1, 1917 and June 30, 1918,
the mine hal hoisted only 14,845 tons of cod over 202 days of active gperation an had
employed ninety -six men. Itsfirg full year of production was from Juy 1, 1918to June
30, 1919, during which time 144,050 tons of cod wee produced and 211 men were
employed IDMM 1918:256-257, 1919:240-241). Tabe 1 bdow provides production
figures and selective statisics for mine by year.

Theperiod that themine operated under its original name—M odern Coal Company Mine
No. 1—proved to be relaively short. By the time the 1920 Annual Coal Report was
produced, its name had been changed to Southern Gem Cod Company Mine No. 2.
Southern Gem opeated another mine in Franklin County, a Wes Frankfort, which was
designated as Mine No. 1 The circumstances under which the Sesser mine changd
ownership aenot known. Perhaps theinitial cogs of developing the mine, coupled with
a decline in the coal market after the end of World War 1, had proven too much of a
financia burden to the M odern Coal Company. What is clear is that the Southern Gem

Coa Company quickly pushed production at the mineto alevel much highe than that
achieved under M odern’s short period of operation. The Annual Coal Report for 1920

statesthat Southern Gem No. 2 produced 353,291 tons of coal, and thiswas fdlowed by
afurther inaease t0449,938 tonsin 1921 Production scaled back in 1922-1924 but ill
averaged inthe 350,000-ton range  The mine genera ly ranked within the middle third of
Franklin County shipping mines duringthis period in respect tooutput. Not surprisingy,
employment at Southern Gem No. 2 also steadily rose during this period, eventudly
peaking at 600 in 1924. The mine was mechanized, and the vast mgjarity of the mining
therewas done with machines, thirty of which waein useby 1922. Excavation followed



a room-and-pillar-pandl system. Undergound haulage was done with eectric motors.
The mine had eighteen motors in use in 1922 (IDMM 1920:240-241, 1921:236-237,
1922:210-211, 1923:283-284).

Even as employment at Southern Gem No. 2 was peaking in 1923-1924, the number of
day sthe mine was in operation atually was dropping. Between July 1, 1923 and June
30, 1924, the mineoperated a mere seventy -seven day s,which was lessthan hdf the day s
worked theyear previous Bowing to the shap decline in the price of cod (or other
market pressures), the Southern Gem Coal Company let both of its Franklin County
mines sit idlein 1925 and 1926.

Tablel
Selected Stati stics:
Interstate Coadl Company Mine No. 22°

SHIPPING MINE DAYS ACTIVE

YEAR PRODUCTION” RANK® OPERATION  EMPLOYEES
1918 14,845 22 of 24 202 9%
1919 144,050 22 of 24 231 211
1920 353,291 14 of 26 232 367
1921 449,938 12 of 26 204 464
1922 330,676 14 of 25 117 539
1923 367,847 17 of 27 160 565
1924 266,288 19 of 24 77 600
1925 o 0 0
1926 0 e 0 0
1927 o —— 0 0
1928 87,153 19 of 19 79 187
1929 264,981 16 of 18 148 255
1930 430910 12 of 16 242 295
1931 62,445 14 of 15 46 268
1932 72,699 14 of 14 49 213
1933 253436 11 of 14 145 32
1934 195,984 12 of 15 103 A4

Data from the Annual Coal Repatt of Illinds for the years indicated. Up through 1925 the reparing year ran
from July 1 to June 3. In 1926the Annual Report begn following the calerdar y ear.

bTotal tons of coal praduced. Indudescoal shipped, sdd to railrcads, sold to the local trade, and consumed o
wasted atthemine.

¢ Rank amorg shipping coal minesin FrankinCounty, Illinois.

On June 10 1926, the New York Times reported upon aforthcomng mer ger of forty -three
coal mines in Illinois and Indiana into the Brewerton Coal Company. Included in this
mer g were the Southern Gem Coa Company’ stwo Franklin County mines, as well as
sevad othas Southern Gan had operated around Pinckney villein ne dhboringJefferson
and Perry oourties (New York Times, Financia Section, p. 39)” The president of the

2 TheTimes sated that Southern Gem’ sthree mines in Peary County had gone into rec vership and were purchased

by Brewerton & arecever' s sdefor $60,000. Sauthern Gen'’ s othe mines in Jefferson and Franklin Counties may
havebeen in amilar straights. Aside from those mines dready owned by Brewerton, the other entities involved in

his proposed merger were: the O Gara Cod Campany in Green County; theJohn A. Logan Cad Company and the

4



Brewerton Coa Company was W. A. Brewerton, a Chicago native with nearly three
decades of experience in the cod industry. Hehad previously been associated with the
O’ Gara Cod Company and the Sangamon County Mining Company (Hull and Hale
191882). In 1927, the former Southan Gem Mine No. 1 in West Frankfort was
reopened as Brewerton Coal Company Mine No. 21. Southern GemM ine No. 2 at Sesser
wasrenamal as Brewerton M ine No. 22. Operations at the latter minewere nat renewed
until 1928, and possibly did occur until late in that year, considering that only seventy -
nineday s of operation werereported. The next fen years proved to beproductive ones at
Brewerton Mine No. 22. In 1930, the mine hoisted 430,910 tons of coal, which came
closeto maching the mine's peak output achieved badk in 1922. The minewas usng
loading madhines by this date. Eight loaders were in use that year. However, mechanic
conveyors had not been adopted yet, in contragt to most of the mechanized shipping
mines in the state. Brewaton No. 21 and 22 were the only shipping mines in Franklin
County tha had nat adopted convey ors by this dae (IDMM 1930:66, 69, 190).

Production at Mine No. 22 dropped off precipitately in 1931 and 1932 as the nation’s
economy descended into the depths of the Grea Depression. For both years outpu at
the mine was well below 100,000 tons, and the mine had less fifty days of active
operation. Even so, mire still had employed over 200 men these yeas (IDMM
1930:190-191, 1931:204-205). Accordingto thePictoria History of Sesser, Mine No. 22
“opeaated under many difficulties” duringthis peiod “ dueto dump inthe cod indusry,
mismanagement, and labor friction” (City of Sesser 2009). Interestingly, a 1931 Sanborn
map notes the mine as bang owned andor managed by Bert and Clements who were
“recaivers for the Interdate Coal Conpany.” The map mekes no mention of the
Brewerton Coad Compary even though the latter firm consigently is liged asthe mine's
operator in the Annual Coal Report during the period 1928-1934. Intheir notes on the
ming Myers and Chenoweth (2008:11) observe tha it was “Known as Interstae Cod
Company, Sesser No. 22Mine, but did not report under this name.” The relationship
between the Breweaton Coal Company and Intestate Coal Company is not understood,
nor do we have any information on the Bert and Clements who were ecting as receivers
for Interstae. Given that Bert and Clements wee receivers, however, it would suggest
that the ming's owners were having financia problems and had placed the mine into
recelv ership in orde to avaid bankruptcy and outright liquidation of property .

Production a M ine No. 22 rebounded in 1933, when 253,436 tons wee hoiged, and it
remaned respectable (gven the state of the economy) in 1934 as well IDMM 1933:208-
209, 1934:240-241). On the night of November 11, 1934, however, the “main buildng

of the min€ (presumably the powerhouse; see discusson below) caught fire and was
destroyed. Public opinion was that the fire was intentional, though no one apparently

ever was charged with the crime. Mine No. 22 did nat reopen after the fire. Its closure
had a devagating impact on the economy in Sesser, especialy asthe other coal mine near
town—OId Ben No. 16—had ceased opeaations severa years beforethis (City of Sesser
2009).

Franklin County Cod Company in Franklin Courty; the Chicago Fue Compeny in Jackson and Perry Counties; and
severteen mines in Indana (New York Times, 10 June 1926 Financia Section, p. 39).



Sevad doaumentay sources provide detailed information regading the charecter of the
surface plant a themine. One of these isaUnited States Geological Survey topographic
map of the Du Quoin quadrang e published in 1926 (see Figwres 4 and 5). This map
illugrates five buildings & the mine site A spur rail line savicing the mine aso is
depicted. This spur litsoff fromthe main lineof the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy
Railroad roughly one-quarter mile south of the mine and rgjoins it a amilar distanceto
thenorth. A side spur branches off just north of the mine' s surface plant and runs a short
distance to the east beforeterminaing animpoundment pond. It is possibly thet this sde
spur was used for hauling waste and tailings from the mine. The impoundment pond
mentioned is one of three shown in the vicinity of the mine, the ather two being locaed
to thesouth of it. All three were created formed by dams clodng off drainages feeding
into Jaskie Branch. The ownership of the ponds is not indicaed on the map, but they
possbly wee attached to the mine. Mining companies commonly created and utilized
impoundments as awater source.

A second source that illugtrates the surfece plant at Mine No. 22 is amap produced the
mines engineers, which shows the layout and extent of the underground warkings and
dsoillustraes thetop works (seeFigures6 and 7). Such mapswere standard for Illinois
mines by the early twentiegh century and were regularly updated—a least in respect to
the underground works. The map for M ine No. 22 shows six buildingdstructures onthe
surface and also illustrates the rail spur servicingthe mine. The tipple and powerhouse
are digned on a north/south axis on the western edge of the site adjacent to therail spur.
On approaching the ming the ur splits into five separate tracks to accommodate
multiple trans being filled with coa from the preparation plant. The outline of the
preparation plant is nat illustrated, though it certainly would have extended over therail
line described. The spur for the mine rgoins the main line of the Chicago, Burlington,
and Quincy Railroad one-haf mine north of the mine. A washhouse and shop are shown
to esst of the tipple, and south of these is asmall office building. An ar shaft is
illustrated on the esstern edge of the surface plant (Intergate Coal Company [1930]).

A fire insurance mg prepared by the Sanborn Mg Conpary in 1931 provides the most
detaled depiction of M ineNo. 22's surface plant (see Figure 8). This source shows al of
the buildings illustrated by the mine company map but aso illustraes sevaa others
absent fromthe latter. The Sanbarn map depicts the powerhouse as being divided into
four rooms, the largest of which is the boiler room on the northern end of the building.
Three grouped of paired boilers (or six tata) areillustraed, aligned aong the east wall.

Directly south of the boile room is the hoig-engine room. Two smaller rooms abut the
east side of the haist-engne room; these are lébeled as “ENG. RM.” and presumably

housed the dectricd generating equipment. Extending off the west sideof thetipple, out
over the railroad tracks, is a “screening house’ (i.e. preparation plant). A conveyor is
shown running between the tipple and powerhouse. This would have bean used to

trander cod directly intothe boiler room. Lying to the east of the powerhouse is the
washhouse, which is depided as being nearly twice the length as that shown by the mine

company map. The Sanborn ind cates that the building was used bath not only & a
washhouse but aso as a “gore room.” A blackamith shop located directly south of the



washhouse matches the footprint of the “shop” illustraed on the mine compary map. A
car shop appears due east of this The latter shop—used for the repair of pit cars—is
absent from the company map. Father east yd is the fan house, which is shown in
congderable detail. The fan house prope is divided baween an engine room and afan
room A oowling conneds the fan room to the air shaft. A one-gory frame office
buildng with a porch on its south side isillustraed souh of the blacksmith shop. This
office also gppears on the mine company map hut it isthe only srudure shown inthis
areaby thissource The Sanborn map, however, shows severa other buildings around
the dffice, including a one-story frame dwelling and two small storage buildings. The
Sanborn map aso illustrates a car puller house to the north of the powerhouse (Sanborn
M g Conmpany 1931).

Aerid photographstaken by the United Sate Degoartment of Agiculture(USDA) in 1938
illugrate the minesite in some deail (see Figures 9 and 10). What immediately stands
out is the condition of the powerhouse, which appears to be agutted shdl, withwalls Hill
standing but roof gone. The tipple and preparation plant, washhouse, and blacksmith
shop, however, dl have ther roofs intact. This suppotts the conclusion that it was the
powerhousethat burned onthe night of November 11, 1934. The aerid photograph dso
shows severa features not indicated by the higoric mine map, including a lar ge addition
on the east end of the washhouse as well as aseparate building lying a short distance
southeast of the washhouse. What gypear to be mounds of bare earth—possibly
representing mine taillings—lie aong the eastemn edge of the mine site (USDA 1938).
The headframe and prepaation plant components of the tipple were removed a some
after this photogrgph was taken, possibly being salvaged out for sag mea during
World War 11.

Previously Reported Sites: Nore.

PreMous Surveys: No previous archaedogical surveys are known to have been conducted in
the project aea

Regona Archaedog st Contacted: Noregona archasologist was contacted.

Investigation Techniques A pedestrian survey was conducted for the entire area over which
the mine' s surface complexextended. Aboveground structura remainswere documented
through digta images and scaed line drawings. Documentary research was conducted
a the Sessea Public Library to locate relevant loca higories, historic photogaphs, and

any other petinent documents related to Interstate Coad Compary Mine No. 22.
Research also was conduded at the Illinois State Archives and Illinois State Library in

Soringfield and at the Lovegjoy Library & Southern Illinois University, Edwadsville in
orde to asses any historicmaps illustrating the surface complex a the mine and to obtain
spedfic mine improvement and coal production data contained in the Annual Coal
Reports.

Time Expended: 18 man-hours (in field).



Sites/Features Found: The locations of features documented during the field survey are
identified on a siteplan attached as Figure 12. Digital images and line drawings provide
more detailed documentation of individua features. Festure numbers were nat assigned
to landscapefeatures.

Feature 1 isthe main hoiging sheft for the mine, which is located near the southwest
corner of the site (see Figures 15 through 17). The hoisting sheft is concretelined and
measures 11'-6"x17-2".° Orignaly sunk to adepth of 660’, the shat wasfilled with
mi xed debris after the mine was abandoned. Thisfill hassince settled to adepth of about
6’ bdow thetop of theshdt. Theearetwo vertica recesses inthewes wall of the shaft
(6" deep and 77 wide), in which timbers for a cage tradk or structurd supports perhgps
wereset into & one time. A broken off concrete pad extends out ove the sheft diredly
above these recesses. This pad possibly served as a loading platform for men and
equipment.

Feature 2 is the footings for the tipple headfrane (see Figures 18 through 21). The
footings arebuilt of reinforced concrete, measure26’-8-¥2'x19'-10" at the baseand stand
approximatdy 18’ tal. They congst of six 1'-7"x6’-1" concrete “ legs” which support an
exceptionaly thick concree pad from which the steel superdructure of the headframe
oncerose. The foatings ae straight sided on the north, south, and esst but are canted
outward onthewes. Theopenings between the®legs” dlow completeaccessto the aea
benesth the headframe, and it was through this aea tha men and equipment likely were
moved to the cage leadingdown the mine shaft.

Eeature 3 is a separate concrete footing located 33’ north of the shaft (see Figure 22).
This footing whichis 6’'-6" squae at grade, has taperad sides and a sloped “face” that
angles towad thetipple. It possibly supported adiagond brace for thetipple headframe.
Lar e boltsare present in the faceof the footing.

Feature 4 is the ruins of alarge brick building that formerly housed the powerhouse for
the mine, as well & the haist engne (see Figures 23 through 35). It is in ruinous state,
though a few walls remain standing to their full extent. The mechanica equipment has
removed. The building has an irregular footprirt that measures 168’-1" (northVsouth) by
975" (east/west) & its geatest extents. The walls are constructed of large machine-
made brick laid three courses wide. The bricks are the size of paves (4"X9” x3-%2').
Surviving door and window openings have segmenta ached brick lintels. The cornice
has corbelled brickwork. Pilasters are present on the exterior wals. In respect to floor

plan, the powerhouse is dvided into five rooms On its southern end is a haist-engine
room, which measures 48'-4" x32'-8" on the inteior. The eedric hoig engne has been

removed, but the footings on which it sa remain. Thefootings are of poured concrete
and are quite massive compared to those found at the previous generation of coal mines
(e.g. Cherry Mine and Hoosier Mine; ref. Stratton 2002a, 2002b). Lying immediately

north of thehoist-engine room is al5’-9"x32'-8” chamber witharaised concree baseor
stand at its eastern end. Large steam pipes run aong the floor. Thisroom potentidly

housed a turbine and/or condenser. The origina generator room lies tothe east of this It

% T hese dimensions aredlightly different from those reported in the1917 cod report (11'-4"x17 -3").



measures 28 -6"x33 -10” on the interior and has a series of concrete footings on which
electrica generating equipment would have once been mounted. A second—and late—
genegator room is located to the south of the origna and measures 27’ x43'-2" on the
interior; it too has multiple conaete foatings/mounts for mechanical equipment. The
fifth and final space within the powerhouse is the boiler room, which is locaed on the
north end of the building and measures out at a spadous 100'-6" x47’'-46’-8" on the
interior. The 1931 Sanbom illustrates three barks of boilers (each with two fireboxes)
here but these have been complaely demolished and the refractory brick used to line
them now litter the floor. Evidence suggests tha the boiler room originally was only
about 41’ long and was later expanded significantly to the north. This epansion is
indicated by butt joints in the brickwork, as well as by acompaison of the hisoric mine
map tothe 1931 Sanborn. The“new” generator room likely was added at thesame time
the boiler room was expanded; itswalls aso havebutt joints where they meet the original
gengator room. The powerhouse possibly was enlaged after Southern Gem Coa
Company acquired the mine in 1920.

Feature 5 is the smokestack for the powerhouse (see Figure 36). The smokestack is
indgpendent of thepowerhouse itself andis located immediately east (and outsde) of the
boile room It messures roughly 12’ in dameter at thebase and rises goproximately 80’
high. Inregect toconstruaion, the smokestack has an outer shell of renforced concrete
approximatdy 12" in thickness and an inner shell of refractory brick laid three wide.
There is a large redangula opening on the western face of the chimney. This opening
origina ly would have bea fitted with a cowling (or smilar ductwork) through which
exhaust smoke fromthe ballers would have been directed into smokestack.

Feature 6 is a group of four 1'x2 conaete foatings located dong the east side of the
powerhouse The footings are aranged in pairs and delineate an area measuring 6’ -
6"x16'-6”. Each footinghas a bdt on itstop surface. The exad purpacse of the footings
is nat understood. The 1931 Sanborn map showsno dructureinthis area.

Feature 7 isa6” 1.D. pipeset in al -10"-square concretefooting dongon the east side of
the powerhouse, adjacent to the boiler room (see Figure 37). The pipe extends into the
ground and is suspected to be water-related, as opposedto seam. It possibly served as a
supply linefor awaer tank. The 1931 Sanborn map shows no gructurein thisarea

Feature 8 isa set of concree foundationslocated on the northern end of the mine site (see
Figures 38 through 42). The 1931 Sanborn map illustrates scale house in this area,

adjacent to the main spur line serving the mine Feature 8 is beieved to represent the
remans of the building in question. On its western side, the feature has a shallow,

conaete-lined pit measuring 7’-6” wide and 50’-4.” These dimensions approximate the
sizeof arail car, and the spur lineis believed to have run over the pit. A narrower set of
foundations extends off the eastern side of thepit, and flanking these are two lage
conaetefoatings. The scd e houseis believed have sat on the later set of foundations.

Feature 9 isa set of concrete foundations located 20" east of Feature 8 (see Figures 43
and 44). The feature, which measures 6° wide and 20'-6" long at its widest poirts,



congst of two diginct sections. The western end of thefoundations have sloped sideson
their interior—similar to ahoppe—which dip inward toward to 18”-wide pit. Inverted
rallroad rails are set in concrete, 5 on-cente, flush with the tq surface of the
foundations. The 18"-wide pit mentioned continues into the eastern half of the feature
has graight-sided walls set 5'-6" gart. Thefeatureis open ended on the east. The exact
funaion of Feature 9 is nd undersood. No gructures are illugrated in this aea on any
of the historic maps. However, one posshbility isthat the feature is associated with the
spur line that formerly wrapped aound the northern end of the site and is suspected to
have been used to haul waste mine. Assuming the rail cars passed ove the western end
of the feature—which is conjecture—the feature served as atypeof dump itself.

Eeature 10 is the washhouse, a lage, sind e-story, front-gabled building located due esst
of the powehouse (see Figures 46 through 68). It is ariented east/west (with the front
elevaion located on the west) and has poured-concrete walls and a wood-frame roof.
Themain part of the washhouse measures 32" (north/south) by 160" -1" (east/west). The
ruinsof a small 16’-8” x17 -6” extension a e present on the southwest corner of the main
buildng. There is evidence of the washhouse having been constructed in sevead
episodes. The wegtern hdf of the building represents ariginal the structure and datesto
1918 Thisconstrudion date is impressed in the conaete above front entrance, along
with“M. C. C.”, the acronym of its builder, the M odern Coa Company. The origna
washhouse measured 32" x80." Mog of its space was devoted to a large wash/changng
room. However, it did have two smal rooms on its westem end, which flanked an
entrance hall. Theexact use of these rooms is nat known, though they possibly served as
offices, storage space, or perhgs as a lanp room. The celling in the washhouse was
opento theraftersand roodf ventilaors were present to facilitate airflow. A cable sy sem
was employed to dlow workers to hoig their work clothes up towardsthe celling to dry
off end air aut in between shifts—and totheir dreet clothes while a work. The pulleys
associated with this cable sy stem are still present on the underside of the ceiling joids.
The same gydem was enployed in the eas addition, which doubled the sze of the
origina washhouse and likely was added during Southern Gem’'s peiod of operation,
when employment increased markedly. The esst addition consists of one large open
room, which was designed as awash/changing room but apparatly was usedfor storage
as well at times (assuggesed by the 1931 Sanborn map). Thewindow openings in both
sections of the washhouse had double-hung, wood sash and plank shutters. Dueto post-
abandonment salvage activity and general deterioration, the arrangemert of theplumbing
system in the washhouse is not entirely undersood. Howeve, there does seem to be
evidence for water pipes running dong the exderior wals of the two wash/changng
rooms, off which separatelines for sinks (and shower heads?) may have extended. It is
of interest that there was not a separate shower room asfound & several other mine sites
documentedto date includngtheCherry and Babby Didk mines (ref. Sratton 2002aand
Sratton, Yingst, and M ansberger 2006). The small addition etending off the southwest
corner of the origina washhouse was constructed of primerily of rock-faced concrete and
appears to have been covered with a shed roof. It is nat depided on the 1931 Sanborn
map, which suggeds that it was added dter tha dae. The function of the edension is
not known.
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Feature 11 is the remains of the bladksmith shop & the mine and meassures 40°
(north/south) by 60" (east/west) (see Fgures 69 through 76). Like the adjacent
washhouse, this building has poured conaete wdls. The wood truss roof has collapsed
but it appears to have been hipped, based surviving remnants and the 1938 agial
phatograph. The shop comprised asingleopen room. The buildinghas a wide, vehicle-
sized doorway in its eas wall. A simlar doorway potentidly was located on the
opposite, or west, 9de of the building; this is difficult to say with certainty due the fact
that the western end of the building largely has been demolished. In contrast to the
washhouse with its double-hung sash, the window openings in the blacksmith shop
simply were equipped with plank shutters. The absence of window sesh may reflect the
dirty and hot character of work carried out in the building. There is evidence of an
overhead drive sysem mounted to the batom side of the roof trusses. The arrangement
of equipment within the shop is difficut to determine due to the amount of debris
littering the interior. However, there is a concree platform along the north sde of the
shop that possibly served as an engne mount or perhapswas associated with aforge. An
inscription made by workmen in the wall adjacent to thisplatform indicates tha the walls
of the blacksmith shop werepoured in September 1917.

A lage area to the rear of the blacksmith shag has been fenced off. This fence is
suspected to pog-date the mine and possibly is associaged with agriaulturd use of the
property followingthe mine' s abandonment.

Feature 12 is apile of concrete debris located a short digance off the southeast corner of
the washhouse (see Figure 77). This maerid is located in thevicinity of the car shop
illusrated on the 1931 Sanborn and possbly represents a “ dunp” for demolition debris
fromthat building, which was tom down & some point pos-1938 (based on the higoric
aerid photograph). The demolition of the ca shop was exensive and presumebly
continued below grade, considering that its location is maostly tilled ground at present.

Feature 13 is the remains of the fan house a the mine, which lies on the eastern end of
the gte (see Figures 79 through 81). The 1931 Sanborn map indicates that this sructure
origina ly had an irregular L-shaped footprint divided amongst an engine room, fan room,

and a cowling leading to the air shaft. Everything above the foundation levd has been
removed, and earth and detritus obscures much of the foundations. The foundations
visible are of poured conaete messure 7-%2" and 12”7 thick (dgoendingon location). A

raisad concrete pad with bdtsis located & the esstern end of the engine room; this likely

served as an engnhemount.

Feature 14 is the air shaft for the mine (see Figures 78 and 79). It has concretesidewalls
and messures gpproximatdy 11'x18. The uppe part of the shaft is filled with water of
an undetermined depth.

Feature 15 is a ciraular concrete pad tha measures 32’ in diameter (see Figure82). The
purpose of this pad is not known, though one possibility istha it sugported agrain bin
pog-datingthe mine. ThelDNR narrative description mentionsa grain bin beingon dte
when their initia field investigation was conducted (IDNR 2009).
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Cultural Material: Nonecollected.

Collection Technique: The field investigation was foaused on the documentation of strucural
remans, rather thanthe cal ection of artifacts.

Curated at: Shortterm curation of notes and drawingsis a Fever River Research, Soringfidd.
Longterm auration is at the Illinois State M useum Research and Cdlections Center,

Soringfield.

Area Surveyed (aaes and square meters): Approximaely 10.1 acres (40,875 square meters).

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

] Phase archaeological reconnaissance has located no archasological material [in this portion of
the site]; project clearance isrecommended.

[ Phase | archaedogical reconnaissancehas located archaeological materias; site(s) does(do) not
meet requirements for National Register digibility; project clearance is recommended.

[ Phase | archasologicd reconnaissance has located archaedogical materids; sitg(s) may meet
requirenentsfor Nationa Register digbility; further tesingis recommended.

X Phase Il archaeologicd investiggation has indicated that sitg(s) does(do) not meet requirements
for Naiona Regster digibility; prgect clexrance isrecommended.

[0 Phase Il archaeplogica investigation has indicated that site(s) meet requirements for Naional
Register eigbility; formd report is pending and a determination of €igibility is
recommended.

Comments As with dl historical properties assessed within the context of cultural resources
management, the vdue of the Intestate Coal Company Mine No. 22 Ste (11FK 265) and
its individud structural componernts ultimetely isdetermined by their digibility for listing
on the Naiona Register of Historic Places. Eligibility to the Naiona Register is based
on four broad criteria that are defined by the National Park Service and used toguidethe
evauation process. Thesecriteriastate thet

Thequality of significancein Ameaican history, architedture, archaeology,
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, strudures, and objects
that possessintegrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship,
feding, and associgion, ad

A) that ae associated with events that have made a significant
contributiontothebroad patternsof our higory; or
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B) that are associated withthelives of persons significant to ourpast; or

C) that embody the digindive chaacterigics of atype, period, or method
of construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high
artigic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose componentsmay lack individua distinction; or

D) that haveyielded, or may belikely toyield, information important in
prehistory or higory (36CFR60.4 Criteriafor Evduation).

A property may quality under one or more the above criteria, provided: 1) that it is
historically significant, through its assodation with an important higoric context; 2) it
retains the historicintegrity of those features necessary to convey its significance; and, in
the case of achaedogica sites, 3) it offers information that can answer relevant reseach
quegtions and fill in gaps inthe higorical record. Abandoned coal minesites regpresent an
atypica category of cultura resource. In order to bette assess the significance of these
properties, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has sponsored “ Pick, Shovel,
Wedge, and Sledge’ : A Historical Context for Evaluating Coal Mining Resources in
[llinois (M ansberger and Stratton 2005). This report provides the basis by which the
Nationa Register ariteria can be applied to cod minesitesin lllinois.

Interstae Coal Company Mine No. 22 was openad in 1917 at the peak of the World War
[-era cod boom in lllinois. In many ways, this period represented the heyday of cod
mining in lllinois. Employment within the industry reached unprecedented levels, and a
whde new generation of large, modern mines wae devdoped aound the state Franklin
County, in particular, benefited from this surge in investment, and its coa towns like
Sesxr were flourishing.  Sesser dready was well-established community by the time
MineNo. 22 openad. Yet,the mine was awelcome addition tothe city’s economic base,
and it remained oneof thelargest employers there up through 1934 (albeit interrupted by
an ide period in 1925-1927).

MineNo. 22 is an exampleof wha M ansherger and Sratton (2005) have discussed asan
Eledric-Powered M echanized M ine. T his class of mine represented the pinnacle of coal
mining in lllinois. In terms of basic operations, these mines shared many characteristics
withthe Seam-Powered, Mechanized M ines. Where these two mine types differed was
in scale and sophidication of operations, which surpassed anything previoudy seen in
[llinais and allowed them to explait deep coa seams well adapted to mechanized mining.

The surface complexes of these mines were large, well built, and contained numerous
strudures. In someinstances, twotippleswere present, one of which was used primarily

for hoisting coal, while the other was used for moving men and equipment into the mine
(though it too could be used for coal during peak produdion peiods). The processing of
cod was mare sophisticated at these mines, and preparation plants and coa washers often

were present. The development of Electric-Powered, M echanized Mines reflected a
prevailing trend in the Illinois cod indugtry toward asmaller number of mines, but ones

that were dramatically more productive than those preceding them (M ansberger and
Stratton 2005:205-206).
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Interstae Cod Compary Mine No. 22 represents a scaled-down vesion of Electric-
Power M echanized mine, much more modest that the contenporary Orient No. 1 and
Bdl and Zoeler No. 2 mines. It had only one tipple and the scale of its surface plant
was less extensive than itslarger competitors. Part of the reason for this diffeence may
relate to its origina deveoper—the M odern M ining Company —of which we know little
about other than its principa investors were businessmen from Champaign and tha it
operated the Sessa mine for only two or three years before being bought out. The
company likely lacked the capitaization of such mgor producers as the Chicago,
Wilmington, and Franklin Coa Company and the Bell and Zodler Coa Company and
did not have the means (or perhgs even desire to buld a mine complex intended to
impress likethese ather firms did. The washhouse and blacksmith a the minewere vay
utilitarian and cost-effective in character, havingbare concrete walls, asopposed to brick
or abrick veneer, and wood framesash (inthe case of the washhouse) as opposed to gedl
frame. Indeed, the blackamith shop had no window sash at al, simply beingequipped
withplank shutters. The mine office asowas quite smdl. Theone building that seemed
desighed to make and impression was the large powerhouse—a defining feature of
Eledric-Power M echanized mines—which had brick walls with corbdled cornices and
pilagers. The Southern Gem M ining Company, which acquired the mine in 1919-1920,
was a larga firm than the M odern Mining Company and is suspeded to have been
responsiblefor theprincipa later dhangesto themine s surfacecomplex, whidc involved
a massive expansion of the powerhouse (enlarging the boiler room and addition of a
gengator room) and the doubling of the size of the washhouse. These building
dterations illustrate the increased produdion and employ ment levels & the mine during
Southern Gam'’s early y ears of management. Subsequent changes to the surface complex
during the Brewerton Coal Company and Intersae Coal Company’speiod of ownership
apper to berdatively limited.

Table 2 below provides a guideline for evauating the National Regiger eigbility for
abandoned cod mines unde Criterion D (archaedogy). The placement of Interstate Coal
Company Mine No. 22 within this subject is shown in compaison to other abandoned
coal mines evauated through March 2010 by Fever River Research. The chart is
predcated upon the assertion tha archasologica integity aone does not ma&ke a mine
sitedligibleto the Nationd Register unde Criterion D. In addition to havingintegrity, a
property must aso provide important informaion nat othewise dbtained by other
sources. Naiona Regster digbility increases inpropottion tointegrity and ahility tofill
relevant data gaps.

Under Table 2, Interstae Coa Company No. 2 fals on the dividing line between mines
not eigble and those paentialy digible to the Nationa Regster. The mine site has
sevad buildings that are partialy intact, mogt notably to the washhouse, but aso the
blacksmith shop and the powerhouse. The foundation remains of a numbea of other

struaures dso are evident above grade. Although the southem end of the site—where
the mine office, a dwelling, and two gorage buildings were located—appears to be

destroy ed, the site has goad archaeology integrity overdl. The surviving archaeologcal
resources provide information regarding the structure, compaosition, and evolution of the
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site, which ae relevant data sets. That bang said, however, thesame information lar gely
can be obtained from the documentary sources available for the mine. The
archaeologca remains certainly enhance our understanding of these data sés to some
degree but not sufficiently to merit aNationa Register desi gnation unde Criterion D.

Table 2
Nationa Regster Assessment Chart for Mines
Evaluated under Criterion D

) SOME BUILDINGS INTACT, O STANDRNG BUILDINGS, PORTIONS OF SITE DESTROVED, POOR FOLOG
INTACT 5(.1;.-\(1 G000 ARCHAEOLOGICAL GOOD ARCHAEOLOGICAL BUT GOOD INTEGRITY FOR Mmmgm 1CAL
COMPLE INTRGRITY INTEGRITY SOME RESOURCES
, Fﬂ.ﬂ, .gg, mr?,g;x_,m CHERRY MINE
EVENT, PERSON, O KATHLEEN MINE TIPPLE
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCE HELL & ZOLLER NO, 2 MINE o
STANDARD CITY POWER HOUSE "
; SHHLOM MINE b
U LANCDLN O MINE
POORLY DOCUMENTED L s
(N0 PHOTOGRAFHS OR MAPS) WOUNG SHAFT
POTENTIALLY
NATIONAL REGISTER RO i T,
PARTIALLY DOCUMENTED MOHN'S MINE
(PORTIONS OF SITE DR BUILDINGS e, ) ;
mmlmrﬂm‘“-““ BOHBY DICK MINE TAYLOR NO. § MINE WORDENRINE oo e+ CRBSEENT MINEND, 3 - oo
HLINOIS CLAY. PROO, MINE
B - NOT ELIGIBLE
WELL DOCUMENTED ROYALTON MINE . s UNBENVILARMING
(MAFS AND PHOTOGRAPHS e, . COPSRRED . - . .
v B - L DEER PARK MINE .U A
MJ"?;.%‘E;HNMTNES‘“ JEFFERSON NO. 20 MINE GUBNIERIERINEE - O 20 T

Nor is the mine eligible under any of the other Naional Register criteria. While locally
important inresped to the development of Sesser, the mine lacks theintegrity required
for digbility unde Critaion A. Smilarly, the buildngs & the mine site lack the
architecturd integrity expected for propeties digble under Criterion C. Smilarly, the
mineis not associded with an higoricdly significant individud as covered by Criterion
B. In summary, we do not consgder Interstade Coad Company MineNo. 22 Ste to be
Nationa Regster digbleunder any of the prescribed aiteria. Projed clearance of the
proposed undertaking is recommended.

Contractor Information

Archaeolog cal Contractor: Fever Rive Reseach, Inc

PO Box 5234
Soringfield, Illinois 62705-5234
Surweyor(s): F.Mansberger, C. Sratton, Surwey Date: 31 January and
26 February 2010

Report Completed By: Christopher Stratton and Floy dM ansberger

Fever River Research, Inc.
Date M arch 2010
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Figure 1. United StatesGed og cal Survey (USGS) topographic map of the Sesser, Illinas
Quadrangle (7.5-minute series) showing the location of the Interstate Cod Company Mine
No. 22 Siteand itsredatimship to the City of Sesser (USGS 1982).
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Figure 2. Detail of an Illinois State Ged ogicd Survey (ISGS) map of mined-out coal lands
in Franklin County, Illinois showing the Sesser vicinity. Mined lands are shaded in pink.
The “134” on the map isthe ISGS Index Number for the Interstate Coal Company’s Mine
No.22. The hatched squares indicate thelocation of mine shafts. This map well illustrates
the extent of coal mining around Sesser, particularly to the north, east, and south of the
town. It also showsthelocal rail network andits orientation to locd mines (I1SGS 2003).
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Figure 3. Two Sanborn mapsillustrating the surface plant of the dd Keller Mine. Opened
in 1906, this mine provded a stimulus for the development of Sesser. It later was
purchased by the Old Ben Coal Corporation and operated as that firm’s Mine No. 16. The
mapat TOP illustrated the top worksin 1914, whilethat at BOTTOM shows conditionsin
1931 (Sanborn Map Company 1914, 1931).
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Figure 4. A 1926 United States Geologcal Survey (USGS) topographic map of the Du
Quan, IlllinosQuadrange (15-minute series), showing the City of Sesser and vicinity. The
location of the Interstate Coal Company Mine No. 22 Site has beenindicated. Also of note
isthe “Old Keller Mine”, southeast of Sesser, which was then being operated as Old Ben
Cod Corporation Mine No. 16 (USGS 1929).
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Figure 5. Detail of the previousfigure providng a dose-up of themine ste. Atleast five
buildings are illugrated at the site. This map also showsthe spur rail line servicing the
mine, as well as the road accessng it. Also of note are the impoundment ponds |ocated
north and south of the mine andthe separaterail spur curving off to the north of the mine
surface plant (USGS 1926).
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Figure 6. Map section for Interstate Coad Company Mine No. 22 illustrating the
underground works of the mine. The method of extraction used in the mine was room-and-
pillar pand. The surface plant of the mineisillugrated in the lower left-hand corner
(Interstate Coa Company [1930Q)).
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Figure 8. A 1931 Sanborn map showing the surface plant of Interstate Coad Company
Mine No. 22. Thissource illustrates additiona buildngs not shown on the mine company
map, including three storage sheds, a car repair shop, a dwelling, and a car-puller house.

It also shows the footprint of the “screening house” (preparation plant) on the west sde of
thetipple. Additionally,it shows that the washhouse had been significantly expanded, to

the east snce the mine company map was first drawn. The powerhouse aso had been
enlarged (Sanborn Map Company 1931).
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Figure 9. A 1938 United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) aerial photograph of
thelInterstate Coa Company Mine No.22 vicinity. The surface plant of the mineis cirded

in red. Seweral |andscape features potentialy associated with the mine aso appear on the
image and have been labeled. These include arailroad grade and the impoundment ponds
illugrated on the 1926 USGS topographic map. The southern impoundement pond
poss bly was drained, or dry, by this date (USDA 1938).
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Figure 10. Detail of the 1938 USDA aeria photograph showing the surface plant of Interstate Coal Company Mine No. 22,
with buildings labeled. The surface plant of the mine appearsto belargely intact at thisdate with the notable exception of the
powerhouse and hoist-eng ne house, which appears to be a butted shell. By contrast, the other buildings gill appear to be
roofed over (USDA 1938).
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Figure 11. ISGS map showingthe total extent of underground workings assodated with
Mine No. 22, |abded here as the Brewerton Coal Company. Althaugh Mine No. 22 was a
relatively large operation in its day, its underground workings were quite modest
compar ed to those of thelater Old Ben No. 21 Mine (1960-1991) surrounding it (Myers and
Chenowith 2008).
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Figure 12. Map of the Interstate Cod Company Mine No. 22 Site (11FK265) showing
features identified during the survey. The dashed lines indicate footprints of buildings
illusrated on the 1931 Sanborn map but for which noabove-ground evidence remains.
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Figure 13. Panoramic view of the Interstate Coal Company MineSite looking north from the southern edge of the ste. The
tipple remains arelocated in thetrees at far |eft, andthe smokestack for the powerhouse appearsin the distance beyond. The
washhouse and shop arelocatedin the clumpof treesin the center of thisview. The airshaft islocated at the far right, across
the field from the washhouse. Several mine-related buil dings once were located in the field in the foreground but these have

been remowed and no evidence of them remains above grade.

31



Figure 14. Panoramic view of the minesite looking south from a point due north of thesite. The powerhouse and washhouse
appear at the center of thisview.
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Figure 15. Plan of the hasting $haft (Feature 1), remains of the tipple foadtings (Feature 2),
and associ ated foating (Feature 3) at the minesite.
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Figure 16. View of the concrete-lined hoisting shaft (Feature 1), looking into the southwest
corner. The shaft has been filledwith avariety of debris.

Figure 17. View of the west wall of the hoisting shaft. Note recesesin wall and concrete
pad cantilevered out over the shaft (marked with arrow).



