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Locational Information and Survey Conditions
County: Tazewell

Quadrangle: Peoria East (1996)

Project Type/Title: Phase II National Register of Historic Places evaluation of the Manhattan
Mine Site (11T541).
Responsible Federal/State Agencies: IDNR (Abandoned Mined Lands Reclamation Division)
Legal Location:
SW¼, NE¼, NE¼;
NE¼, NW¼, SE¼, NE¼,
SE¼, SE¼, NW¼, NE¼ (aligned from southeast corner along east side),
Section 5
Township 25 North, Range 4 West of 3rd P.M.
Tazewell County
Illinois
Note: The sections in the northern tier of Township 25 North, Range 4West, are
each enlarged by the addition of minimally 160 acres (four “forties” arranged
east-west). The two north “quarters” of these sections are each subdivided into
three “lots” that are designated Lot 1 through Lot 3 from south to north for each
north “quarter”. Lots 1 and 2 are typically 80 acres each (divided into two forties)
while Lot 3 contains the remaining acreage, but significantly more than eighty
acres. In the case of Section 5, Lot 3 (Northeast) contains 109.88 acres.
Although not readily visible on the 1996 USGS 7.5-minute topographic
quadrangle, they are easily seen on the maps in the 1891 atlas (see Figure 3). This
extended description is presented because the “lot” system of subdivision is
extremely useful for discussing the locations of the various coal mines in the
immediate project area (see Historical Atlases/Plats/Source section and Figure
4). The project area is located in the SW¼ of the E½ of Lot 2.
UTM:

4,503,380 North

282,488 East

Natural Division: 6a; Illinois River Section (a) of the Illinois River and Mississippi River Sand
Areas Division (6) (Schwegman 1973:2).
Project Description: The project consisted of a Phase II National Register of Historic Places
evaluation of the Manhattan Mine, an abandoned coal mine property located in East
Peoria (Tazewell County), Illinois. Documentary sources indicate that this mine was
opened in 1901 and remained in operation into 1939. The project area is located on the
east side of Cole Hollow Road, in a small side-drainage of Coal Creek (Figure 1). The
purpose of the project was to evaluate the standing structures and above-grade foundation
remains associated with the mine, as well as cultural modifications to the natural
landscape, prior to the commencement of reclamation work on the property. The
proposed reclamation activity will primarily involve the removal of the above-grade

portions of hazardous foundations and other structures and the filling or sealing of any
visible or otherwise known shafts (i.e., mine entries, air shafts, wells, etc.) and pits (e.g.,
cisterns, scale pits, etc.).
Topography: The mine site is located in the heavily dissected uplands bordering the east side of
the Illinois River valley. Valley sidewall slopes are very steep and ridge tops (drainage
divides) are generally quite narrow. The project mine site is located primarily in the
stream bottom of a small tributary to Coal Creek and on the lower portion of the valley
wall; a limited portion of the surface remains of the mining operation (i.e., a dump car
track) extend north to a “knife-edge” ridge top and an associated mine waster, or “gob”,
pile that occupies the valley wall and floor on the opposite side of this ridge (Figure 1).
Soils: Miami-Hennepin complex, 30 – 60 percent slopes (mapping unit 935G) and Ross silt
loam, frequently flooded (mapping unit 3073). The Miami-Hennepin complex is
composed of well-drained, silty loam or loam soils formed in calcareous glacial till. Ross
series soils are silt loam formed in loamy alluvium on floodplains (Teater 1996).
Drainage: Unnamed, intermittent drainage; Coal Creek; Illinois River; Mississippi River
Land Use/Ground Cover: Forest with under-story shrubs and herbaceous species.
Survey Limitations: The buildings and other structures at the site have either been demolished
or have experienced severe deterioration. Since the closure of the mine, many of the
remnant structures have become obscured by a combination of their own detritus, the
slumping of unstable gob deposited on the steep valley slopes, and from the accumulation
of forest litter, thus making it very difficult to see their full extent.
Archaeological and Historical Information
Historical Plats/Atlases/Source:
The project coal mine site is located south of Fond du Lac (East Peoria) and east of
Wesley (Creve Coeur) in northwest Groveland Township, Tazewell County, Illinois.
Compared to other areas of the state, the coal industry in Tazewell County was relatively
modest during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. For the period 1882-1892,
Tazewell was ranked thirtieth among coal producing counties in Illinois. Between 1893
and 1912, the county was ranked twenty-eighth. By 1913-1922, it had risen to twentysecond, eventually reaching seventeenth, before dropping down to twenty-second place
once again by 1923-1930. During its peak decade of production—1913-1923—slightly
over 5 million tons of coal were mined in the county (Millhouse 1931:16-17).
The mines in this area exploited the Springfield (or No. 5) coal seam, which generally
ranged between 4 and 5 feet in thickness. Coal mining in Tazewell County was
concentrated primarily along the dissected uplands bordering the Illinois River valley
(Figure 2) (Illinois State Geological Survey [ISGS] 2005). The coal in this area is
relatively shallow and often could be accessed by means of slope and drift mines, without
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the need for a shaft. The nearby industrial centers of Pekin and Peoria provided a ready
market for the fuel. The industries in these towns consumed an enormous amount of
coal, as did the numerous railroads serving them. The coal industry of Peoria County
developed at an earlier date than that of Tazewell County; consequently, some of the
mines of the former county initially serviced the demands of the latter county. Orchard
Mines, located in Hollis Township in southern Peoria County, was connected to Pekin by
a two-mile-long, horse-drawn railroad during the 1870s. Coal from the mines was loaded
onto the rail cars, hauled across the floodplain, and then ferried across the Illinois River
(Andreas et al 1873:39).
The first serious efforts at coal mining in Tazewell County appear to have taken place
during the 1870s. Well over a century ago, Chapman observed that
along the Illinois River bluffs, between Fond du Lac and Wesley City,
there are several points where coal is now or has been worked. In the
vicinity of Pekin there are but few natural exposures of the underlying
rocks, but the lower coal is mined at several points in the neighborhood of
the city. At Mr. Hawley’s place, about 5 miles southeast of Pekin, a shaft
was sunk which passed through both the upper and lower coal (1879:269).
The last mine Chapman refers to was owned by Norman Hawley and was located in
Section 28 of Cincinnati Township. Coal from this mine was hauled in horse-drawn ore
carts over a rail spur to the Decatur Branch of the Toledo, Wabash and Western Railroad
line (Andreas et al 1873:116). Chapman (1879) also refers to the occurrence of coal
mining at Wesley City. This community was established in 1836 at a point along the
Illinois River, midway between Peoria and Pekin. Wesley City remained a small town
for most of its history and eventually was encompassed within the newly incorporated
town of Creve Coeur in 1921 (Higdon 1998:21, 70).
In 1887, there were ten mines operating in Tazewell County, which had a combined
production of 51,847 tons of coal. These mines employed an average of 87 miners
during the summer and 132 men during the peak winter season. For their post office
addresses, five of these mines listed Pekin, four listed Hilton (East Peoria), and one listed
Wesley City. The latter mine was operated by the Wesley City Cooperative Coal
Company, was steam-powered, and had a shaft 115’ deep. It mined a 4’2” thick coal
seam and employed forty miners year round. It also was the largest mine in the county in
1887, with a production of 16,017 tons of coal (State Bureau of Labor Statistics [SBLS]
1887:87).
An 1891 county atlas illustrates two mines in Section 7 of Groveland Township, one mile
south of Wesley. Both mines were located on land owned by C. J. Off and were
connected to the main line of the Peoria and Pekin Union Railroad by a spur track. The
fact that the atlas labels these two mines differently—one as “mine” and other as “coal
shaft”—suggests that the publication was trying to distinguish between slope (or drift)
mines and shaft mines (Ogle 1891:31, 33).

3

By 1897, there were twelve mines operating in Tazewell County, nine of which had
shafts, two of which were slope, and one of which was a drift mine. These mines had a
total output of 86,669 tons and reportedly employed 199 individuals on average. The
mines were relatively small, with the largest—the East Peoria Coal Company—
employing an average of thirty men. The smallest mine employed only three men. The
Rushe Brothers’ mine, located at the north end of present-day Creve Coeur, was a drift
mine with a work force of sixteen (SBLS 1897:88-89). Four of these twelve mines used
horse-powered gin hoists; the other eight mines had steam-powered hoists.
John W. Graham, State Inspector of Mines, Third District, aptly-characterizes the
ephemeral nature of small mining operations in this area of Illinois at the turn-of-thenineteenth to twentieth century in the following statement from the Annual Coal Report
for 1900:
There are quite a number of small mines being abandoned each year in
this District, that are hardly worthy of note. The coal crops out along the
ravines, and new mines are opened every winter, and then abandoned in
the spring, when the trade gets dull; the same parties sometimes re-open
the mines again in the fall, or others take their place (Graham 1901:114).
Although pre-dating the inception of the Manhattan Mine, the 1891 atlas map for
Groveland Township (Ogle 1891) clearly shows the importance of mining in the
immediate vicinity of the project area. Two coal mines are located northwest of the
project area in Section 5 and at least one additional mine is located farther to the west in
Section 6 along the Illinois River bluffs (Figure 3).
The early corporate histories, locations of mine entrances, and extent of underground
workings of coal mines in Sections 4 and 5 of Township 25 North, Range 4 West, is
extremely complicated. Correlating the spotty surviving records and other available data
with various maps showing the worked out areas, known mine entrances, and the
locations of above ground facilities is difficult at best. The Environmental Narrative
from the Abandoned Mined Lands Reclamation Division, Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, states that the mine site in the project area was that of the former Manhattan
Coal Company and had a slope entry. The Directory of Coal Mines in Illinois: Tazewell
County (ISGS 2005) and the accompanying map, Coal Mines Tazewell County (Elrick et
al 2005) actually discusses two different mining properties as the “Manhattan Mine”:
one, a slope mine located in Section 5 (index number 3636), whose entrance and
workings are illustrated south of our project area; and a second mine by this same name
(index number 3635), which supposedly was located in Section 4 but is not depicted at all
on the map.
Much of this confusion is cleared by overlaying two historic maps of Manhattan Mine’s
underground workings—one based on 1908 survey (showing updates through 1912), and
the other drawn in 1935 (showing updates through 1938)—over a present-day
topographic map. This overlay suggests that the Manhattan Mine had two separate slope
entries in its history (Figure 4). The earlier of these slope entries was located slightly
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north of the project area, along the centerline dividing the east and west halves of Lot 2,
NE1/4 of Section 5. As of 1912, the mine’s underground workings were confined
entirely to Lot 2, NE1/4 of Section 5, with the preponderance lying in the eastern half of
the lot (Cummins 1908). The 1935 mine map shows the slope entrance to the Manhattan
Mine lying southwest of that illustrated on the earlier map, but still within Lot 2, NE1/2
of Section 5 and—more importantly—within the boundaries of the project area.
Interestingly, the working face of the later mine was located approximately 850’ away in
Section 5. It is worth noting that the Coal Mines Tazewell County (Elrick et al 2005)
shows none of the underground works illustrated on the two historic mine maps (Figure
5).
The Manhattan Mine reportedly was opened in 1901 by the Manhattan Coal Company. It
was a local mine, meaning its coal was sold locally and transported by wagon/truck, as
opposed to rail. We do not know the reason “Manhattan” was selected as the name for
the mine, as it does not appear to reference a local feature or place name.1 The mine had
a very modest scale of production during its early years of operation. For the year ending
June 1904, for instance, the mine produced only 3,600 tons of coal. The haulage along
the working face of the mine was done by mule, but the filled coal cars were “hoisted”—
or rather pulled—up the slope entry with a steam engine. The coal seam worked at that
time was located 90’ below the surface. All of the coal was hand excavated (SBLS
1905:159). By 1906, the name of the mining company had been changed to the
Manhattan Fuel Company. Production that year stood at 7,000 tons (SBLS 1907:157).
Although the survey for the 1905 United States Geological Survey 15-minute Peoria
topographical quadrangle map was undertaken in 1902-1904—shortly after the
Manhattan Mine was opened—the map shows no indication of a mine in the general
project area (USGS 1905). Two structures, however, are indicated along the north side of
Cole Hollow Road within the general area of the mine’s surface complex. It is not clear
if these buildings represent residences or mine-related structures (Figure 6).
The earliest mine map for the Manhattan Mine was produced from a survey conducted on
December 17, 1908 and had three updates through July 1912 (Cummins 1908; Figure 7).
Legal location data on this map indicates that the workings and surface structures were
located in Lot 2 of the NE1/4 of Section 5. All of the mining was done by the room-and
pillar system. In addition to the underground workings, a boiler house, fan house, and
barn are illustrated on the map. The surface configuration of the few structures shown
does not match anything recorded during the field investigation. Scaling these buildings’
locations to the USGS 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle places the surface complex of
the mine just north of our project area, along Cole Hollow Road. It is possible that some
of these structures may be illustrated on the 1905 USGS topographic map.
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A web-based search of the “Manhattan Mine” and “Manhattan Mining Company” resulted in references to a
number of mines by this same name in New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio—none of which appear to have had
direct linkages to one another. Hence, the best one can say is that “Manhattan” was not an entirely uncommon mine
name. The title certainly would have connoted a certain degree of status, given its relevance to New York City,
though this was not necessarily the purpose in its application to the Manhattan Mine discussed in this report.
5

When the 1908 map was prepared, the Manhattan Mine was operated by “Marteness and
Fisher”, one of whose owners was Marion Marteness. The 1910 population census for
Groveland Township reports Marion Marteness as living along Cole Hollow Road
(United States Bureau of the Census [USBC] 1910:Sheet 23A). It is possible that he may
have been residing either adjacent to or very close to his mine. The 1910 Annual Coal
Report indicates the mine simply as “Marion Marteness” (SBLS 1911:181). In 19141915, the name of the mine formally was changed once again to the Manhattan Coal
Company (State Mining Board 1915:130).
The 1910 atlas of Tazewell County (Ogle and Company 1910) indicates a number of coal
mines north of the project area on the enlarged plats of East Peoria. A mine and adjacent
cemetery are located on the south edge of the “Bluetown”, just south of Bloomington
Street, in East Peoria (Ogle and Company 1910:49). Cole Street, and its extension to the
south (i.e., Cole Hollow Road) outside the city limits, follows Cole Creek2. A brickyard
and adjacent coal mine to the north are located between the road and the creek to the east,
just south of the city limits, on property owned by F. R. Carter (Ogle and Company
1910:45). Carter was the owner of 127 acres in the northeast quarter of Section 5,
comprising all of Lot 2 and most of the W1/2 of Lot 3. Although the Manhattan Mine
was located within Carter’s property, the atlas does not demarcate the mine in any
manner, nor are any buildings shown at the mine site. A short distance farther south after
crossing Cole Creek, the road running up Cole Hollow (which was a continuation of Cole
Street) swung southwest, departing from its current position. A broad curve to the
southeast returned the road to its current alignment, where it crossed the southwest corner
of 34.50 acres owned by Gustav Giebelhausen3, whose north property line abuts that of F.
R. Carter (Ogle and Company 1910:83) (Figure 8).
2

Cole Street in East Peoria and Cole Creek, presumably were named for A.S. Cole who, as shown on the 1891 atlas
map (Ogle and Company 1891), owned 54 acres in the northeast quarter of Section 5 where the stream bearing his
name exits the bluffs (Figure 3). The 1905 United States Geological Survey 15-minute Peoria topographical
quadrangle map (USGS 1905) labels the stream as “Coal Creek”. By 1910 at least, Cole’s property was owned by
F. R. Carter (Ogle and Company 1910). Given the abundance of coal and the prominence of coal mining in the
vicinity, the confusion over homonyms such as “Cole” and “coal” is not surprising. The existence of an individual
named A. S. Cole and the fact that Cole Creek had been named after him, undoubtedly was unknown to the persons
collecting data for the United States Geological Survey.
3

Gustav Giebelhausen, as reported in the federal census for 1900, was born in Germany in 1853 and immigrated to
the United States in 1860 (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1900:Sheet 10B). In 1883 he married his wife, Elizabeth, who
was born in Illinois in 1864. Together they had four children, two sons and two daughters. In both the 1900 (U.S.
Bureau of the Census 1900:Sheet 10B) and 1910 (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1910:Sheet 23A) federal censuses,
Gustav is listed as a “coal mine operator”; his oldest son, Jacob, is listed as a “coalminer” in 1910. The 1910 census
also indicates that Gustav was an “employer”. Written along the edge of sheet 23A is “Cole Hollow” which
confirms that the Giebelhausens were residing at or very near to the mine site on the 34-acre tract that they owned.
The census data for 1910 also indicates that the occupation of six males (including four head-of-households), in four
of the five entries preceding the Giebelhausen household, was “coalminer”. Because of the number of small mines
in the immediate vicinity, we cannot assume that Gustav Giebelhausen employed all, or even any, of these miners at
his mine. Nevertheless, there was certainly an informal community of coal miners concentrated along this stretch of
Cole Hollow Road. The final recorded production for the Gustav Giebelhausen Mine was in 1918 (IDMM 1919).
By 1920, Gustav was retired from coal mining and, along with his wife and one son, had moved to a residence on
Springfield Road, which runs down the crest of the next ridge east (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1920b:Sheet 7B).
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Over the course of World War I (1914-1918), the Manhattan Mine doubled its
production, becoming the leader among local mines mine in Tazewell County. During
the year ending June 30, 1918, it produced 20,000 tons of coal over 290 days of
operation, while employing twenty-one individuals. All of the mining there still was
done by hand, versus by machine (Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals [IDMM]
1919:134-135). Marion Marteness apparently retained ownership of the Manhattan Mine
into the early 1920s. The 1920 census reports him and his family as residing in a home
they owned in East Peoria. Marteness was then forty-eight years old and still engaged as
a coal mine “Operator” (USBC 1920a:Sheet 8B).4
Production at the Manhattan Mine dropped after the World-War-era boom and remained
relatively modest into the middle 1920s. In 1925, for instance, the mine produced
slightly over 14,000 tons of coal. By 1930, however, over 50,000 tons of coal were
hauled from the mine. Employment at the Manhattan Mine also had risen markedly
during this period, rising from forty-three miners in 1925 to seventy-seven in 1930. This
increase in production was facilitated in part by the introduction of mechanized mining
methods. In 1930, three mining machines were in use, besides one motor for haulage
(IDMM 1926:60-61, 1931:114-115). These changes likely occurred in conjunction with
the opening of a new slope entry, located south of the earlier mine entrance and leading
some 850’-900’ away to a working face in Section 5. If this is true, the surface works at
the mine possibly were also remodeled at this time, with the core of the complex being
shifted south (into the project area), close to the new slope entry.
Between July 1, 1934 and June 30, 1935, the Manhattan Mine produced over 70,000 tons
of coal over 165 days of operation and employed 121 men. It was Tazewell County’s
largest Local Mine, and actually ranked second overall, in terms of production, among all
mines in the county.5 All of the coal was machine mined, with four machines being in
use. No motors were reported in the mine for this year. Since 1930, the Manhattan
Mining Company had started to abandon the traditional use of black powder for dropping
coal, in favor of pellet powder—a more stable explosive. Although 40 kegs of black
powder were still used at the mine in 1934-1935, this figure paled in comparison to the
20,150 pounds of pellet powder expended during the same period (IDMM 1936:144145).
A 1929 atlas of Tazewell County (Brock and Company 1929:50) indicates that ownership
of the key parcels within and adjacent to the project area had not changed since 1910. F.
R. Carter still owned the parcel on which the Manhattan Mine was located, although the
mine itself is not illustrated by the atlas (Figure 9). The plat map from the following year
(Hixson 1930), however, shows some changes in lot lines and in ownership (Figure 10).
F. R. Carter’s holdings are now shown as the property of the Peoria Brick and Tile
4

In 1930, Marteness was still residing in East Peoria, but he was employed as an oil salesman (USBC
1930:Sheet19A).
5

The largest mine in Tazewell County at this time was the Lake Erie Mining Company, which produced 107,417
tons over the same period (IDMM 1946:144-145).
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Company and the southeast portion of his land is shown subdivided into five long, linear
lots running east-west from Cole Hollow Road to the east line of Section 5 (Hixson
1930). Gustav Giebelhausen is still listed as the owner of the 34.50-acre tract south of
the project area, although from census (USBC 1920) and other data, we know that he had
retired from mining by 1919 and had resided on Springfield Road since at least 1920 (see
Footnote 2). The 1934 USGS 15-minute topographic quadrangle (USGS 1934) does not
indicate a mine in the project area or even in the vicinity; this is not surprising, however,
given that this source uses the 1905 USGS 15-minute map as a base, with some updates
of “culture” illustrated.
A Manhattan Coal Company map from 1935 (Webster 1935)—with two updates from
1936 and 1938—shows the extent of the underground workings at the mine, but does not
indicate the location of surface structures (Figure 11). The underground workings on this
map are clearly in Lots 1 and 2 of the northwest quarter of Section 4 (as indicated by the
legal description on the map), and on the far or east side of Springfield Road. The mine
is depicted as having a sloped main entry originating a considerable distance (i.e., 850’900’) to the west. Scaling the length of the slope entry, in relation to known survey
points shown on the map, onto the USGS 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle places the
mouth of the entry on the east side of the project area (cf. Figure 4).
A 1939 aerial photograph provides the most detailed illustration of the Manhattan Mine
during its period of operation. Details of this image, with key landscape and structural
features noted, are attached as Figures 12 and 13. The photograph was taken during the
mine’s final year of production (United States Department of Agriculture 1939).
For the year ending June 30, 1939, the Manhattan Mine had produced 65,530 tons of coal
over 161 days of operation. Production thus remained high at the mine nearly up to the
point of its closure, as did its number of employees, which stood at 114. The operation
was still machine-mining all of its coal, with four cutting machines and one motor being
in use. In addition, six animals (presumably mules) were employed for underground
haulage (IDMM 1940:136-137). The reasons for the mine’s closure are unknown.
Additional information on the history of coal mining in Illinois, and the range of
documentary sources available for this subject, can be found in “Pick, Shovel, Wedge,
and Sledge”: A Historical Context for Evaluating Coal Mining Resources in Illinois
(Mansberger and Stratton 2005). This report, which was sponsored by the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources, provides a historical context for coal mining in Illinois,
descriptions of mine site and building types, and a basis by which National Register of
Historic Places criteria can be applied to coal mine sites.
Previously Reported Sites: None.
Previous Surveys: No previous archaeological surveys have been conducted in the project area.
Regional Archaeologist Contacted: No regional archaeologist was contacted.
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Investigation Techniques: A pedestrian survey was conducted for the entire area over which
the mine’s surface complex extended. Aboveground structural remains were documented
through digital images and scaled line drawings. Documentary research was conducted
at the East Peoria Historical Society and the Tazewell County Historical and Genealogy
Society, Pekin, to locate relevant local histories, historic photographs, and any other
pertinent documents related to the Manhattan Coal Company and the mine. Research
also was conducted at the Illinois State Archives and Illinois State Library, Springfield, to
locate any historic maps illustrating the surface complex at the mine and to obtain
specific mine improvement and coal production data contained in the Annual Coal
Reports. In addition, a copy of a 1939 aerial photograph of the mine site was obtained
through the Illinois Department of Natural Resource’s Illinois Historical Aerial
Photography on-line database.
Time Expended: approximately 64 man-hours (in field).
Sites/Features Found: The locations of features documented during the field survey are
identified on a site plan attached as Figures 14 and 15, as well as on a 1939 aerial
photograph of the mine area (Figures 12 and 13). Digital images and line drawings
provide more detailed documentation of individual features. Feature numbers were not
assigned to access roads and landscape features such as artificial terraces and gob piles.
Feature 1 represents the foundation remains of a building located on an artificial terrace,
approximately mid-way (approx. 150’ either direction) between the suspected slope entry
to the mine and the tipple complex, discussed below as Feature 2. The terrace on which
the feature sits is composed largely of mine waste and is elevated about 25’ above the
level of the adjacent valley floor. All that remains of the building are portions of the
concrete perimeter foundations and a set of substantial concrete piers/footings on the
interior (Figures 16 through 19). The exterior dimensions of the foundations are 18’-0”
east-west by 23’-6” north-south. The foundations generally measure 7-½” to 8” wide,
though the southwest corner is more substantially built up, as if to serve as a pier or
provide a spread footing. A doorway appears to have been located on the west side of the
structure, close to the southwest corner. There is one apparent sill bolt in the
foundations—evidence which (although admittedly limited) would suggest the walls of
the building were of frame construction. The concrete piers/footings on the interior of
the building are positioned in the northeast corner. They measure 1’-0”x6’-1” (on top)
and stand roughly 2’-3” above grade. Their exterior long face is battered, or tapered,
whereas the opposing interior face is straight. Each pier has four threaded bolts
protruding through their top surface. Shorter concrete footings abut the west side of the
battered piers, and between these are 4”x10” planks stacked side by side. Removal of a
large pile of branches, leaf litter, and the developing humus might reveal additional
structural details of some significance.
The general character of the interior piers/footings suggests that they served as engine
mounts. Based on the location of Feature 1—particularly the fact that it is directly online with the suspected slope entry and tipple complex—we believe the building to have
functioned as a car-puller/hoist-engine house for moving pit cars between the mine and
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tipple. The terrace on which the building sits extends from the suspected slope entry
(which is now collapsed) to the tipple complex.
Annual Coal Reports post-dating 1925 indicate the use of an electric motor at the mine.
Typically such references indicate electric locomotives (“motors’) used underground,
though it potentially could indicate the fixed engine mounted in the car-puller/hoist
house, which essentially served the same purpose. One way or the other, the engine
housed in the car-puller/hoist house may very well have been electric powered, as
opposed to steam. It remains unclear as to whether the mine had an independent electric
power plant in its post-1925 configuration (possibly integrated into the 1901-era boiler
house?), or was supplied with electricity from a secondary source, given its close
proximity to East Peoria.
Feature 2 consists of a concentration of concrete foundations and retaining walls believed
to be associated with the tipple complex (Feature 20). As with all coal mine tipples, this
structure would have housed a series of screens through which coal hauled from the mine
was sorted by size and separated from waste material. Being associated with a slope
mine, the tipple would have lacked the headframe component typical of shaft mines, but
still would have been arranged to sort coal by gravity. The superstructure of the tipple
has been entirely removed, and what remains provides limited evidence as to the interior
layout. The structure was built against the base of the very steep, gob-covered south
slope of the tributary valley in which the mine surface complex is located, requiring the
construction of a retaining wall along the cut bank towards the west. The retaining wall
actually is composed of several sections that are constructed of different materials and
executed to different degrees of quality (Figure 21). Eight concrete piers with ¾”diameter threaded rods (with washers and nuts) are located on the bank above the
retaining wall. These are arranged in three rows and cover an area 15’ to 16’-square in
size. Steel barrels (55-gallon capacity) and corrugated roofing served as forms for piers,
which presumably supported a portion of the tipple superstructure. Given their elevated
positioned on a slope, the piers may represent the foundations to the upper part of the
screen house (Figure 22)
A separate concrete wall stands about 23’ north of the retaining wall previously
discussed. The former is built with 13”-thick, reinforced concrete and has a series of ¾”diameter threaded rods protruding from both its top surface and south (interior) face. It
likely functioned as a raised foundation for the tipple. The wall is notched in two
different places, and the eastern of these may represent a doorway location.
The character of the foundations at the east end of Feature 2 suggests that a series of coal
bins may have been located in this area. The suspected bins are built against the base of
the hillside and are comprised of three-sided concrete foundations. Their northern side,
which faces into the valley and the old road leading to the site, was left open, as if to
allow grade-level access to their interior. The bins are wide enough to have
accommodated a truck or wagon backing into them. This function also is suggested by
the presence of a concrete apron in front of the suspected bines. The paved road
accessing the site feeds into this apron (Figures 23 and 24).
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If our interpretation of Feature 2 is correct, the coal from the mine was directed along the
artificial terrace on which Feature 1 sits and then dumped into a screen house, whose
most elevated section was aligned to the concrete piers on the hillside. The coal was then
separated by size (moving first from south to north, and then west to east) before being
deposited into bins at the eastern end of the feature, where the coal was dumped into
trucks for transport to market.
Feature 3 is the ruins of a relatively large building lying northwest of the tipple, which is
interpreted as a mine office/storehouse. The building minimally measured 28’-6”
(north/south) by 39’-7” (east/west) with 10” poured-concrete walls, and a concrete floor
on the interior. The north wall, with its two adjoining corners, remains standing in its
entirety. On this elevation there are two window openings as well as a wide doorway
located towards the west end of the building. Considering its width (11’) the doorway
likely served as an off-loading point for larger materials stored in the building (tools,
etc.). The building’s western and southern walls have largely collapsed. The southern
wall was built against a cut bank (thus functioning as a retaining wall), and the outward
pressure of the slope eventually forced its failure. The retaining wall continues nearly
12’ beyond the apparent southeast corner of the building and then makes a 90-degree turn
to the north. The area within the reentrant angle formed by the retaining wall and east
wall of the mine office/storehouse is paved with concrete, which raises the question as to
whether this area may have been enclosed and incorporated into the building in some
manner—or was open to the elements but paved, due to its being a high traffic area
(Figures 25 through 27).
A rectangular pit measuring 2’-4”x4’-6” is centered along the west wall of the
office/storehouse. The pit is lined with concrete bloc and is filled nearly to grade with
cinders and other mine waste. It may represent a cistern opening, though this has not
been confirmed. The pit has not been assigned a separate feature number (Figure 29).
Feature 4 is a concrete perimeter foundation located about 11’ off the northeast corner of
the mine office/storehouse and is aligned to the roadway passing in front of the that
building. The foundation measure 8’-7”x21’-10” on the interior and has 11” to 12”-thick
walls. The sections of roadway adjoining the feature are paved in concrete and ramped
up flush to the foundations (Figures 28 and 29). Based on its character and position in
relation to the road and office/storehouse, Feature 4 appears to be a scale pit, where the
trucks and/or wagons hauling coal to market were weighed. Scale pits oftentimes have a
small extension centered along one of their longer sides, in which the counterbalance for
the scale is located—with a scale house positioned directly above this. A similar
extension was not evident on Feature 4, though this may have been obscured by fill and
overburden. Hence, it is unclear whether the pit had a detached scale house associated
with it, or whether the scale mechanism was somehow integrated into the adjoining office
(as has been documented at other mine sites).
Feature 5 is the remains of a structure located on a terraced shelf cut into the toe slope of
the narrow finger of land that forms the south wall of the small side valley in which the

11

mine site is situated. Except for Feature 1 to the east, Feature 4 occupies the highest
landscape position among the surface buildings documented, and it overlooks both the
mine office/storehouse (Feature 3) and scale pit (Feature 4), as well as a potential
barn/stable (Feature 6). The foundations suggest two episodes of construction, with the
original structure measuring approximately 20’-10” (north/south) by 32’-4” (east/west).
An addition constructed off the west end extends the facility by 12’-4” (Figures 30 and
34). The foundations vary in thickness, measuring 8” to 10” on the east, west, and north
and 14” on the south. The south wall is thicker in part due the fact that it serves a
retaining wall holding back a cut bank. Although the walls have been demolished, there
is evidence of them having been of masonry construction—most likely of clay tile, with
some brick integrated as well. Sections of demolished wall are scattered down slope
from the building, and these illustrate alternating bands of tile and brick. The tile are
marked “LOAD-BEARING—P.B.T. CO” and measure 4-½”x12-½”x8-¼”. The bricks
used include pavers marked “CARTER” (Figures 30 and 31).
The principal interior feature noted in the building is a concrete-lined basin located in the
southwest corner, which measures about 5’-0”x7’-6” and is set 9” below the adjoining
floor level. There is evidence of a pipe having formerly passed through the south wall
above the basin. The remainder of the interior also is paved in concrete (Figure 33).
A separate concrete retaining wall runs parallel to, and 8’-2” south of, the southern wall
of the building for a distance of 9’-2”. A 15”-diameter, corrugated-steel pipe passes
through the wall and continues for an unknown distance south (and upslope). There also
is a 6”x8” vertical post abutting the east end of this wall (Figures 35 and 36).
Feature 5 is suspected to represent the mine washhouse. This potential function is
suggested by the interior basin, as well by the use of masonry (versus frame) for the
walls. Whatever water was directed through the large corrugated steel pipe located off
the southeast corner of the building possibly was utilized on the interior. The addition on
the washhouse may have been made during the 1930s, following the increase in
employment at the mine.
The hillside lying east of Feature 5 (leading down to the tipple) is terraced and paved
with concrete. While this activity may be indicative of erosion control, it also suggests
that the slope was a high traffic area, as would be expected of a path to a washhouse.
There are two remnant posts at the top of the slope, which possibly were associated with
a stairway.
Feature 6 is a set of building foundations located immediately west (if not abutting)
Feature 3, the mine office/storehouse. The building’s perimeter foundations are 6” to 6½”-thick poured concrete and measure 30’-2” (north/south) by 27’-0” (east/west). The
narrow width of the foundations suggests that the walls of the structure were of frame
construction (Figure 36). There is a concrete retaining wall on the east, positioned
against a cut bank, much of which has collapsed. Two sections of pavement are present
on the interior of the building; these are located opposite one another and run along the
north and south walls. The northern of these pavements is comprised primarily of brick
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set on edge and varies in width between 4’-0” to 4’-10”. It terminates 5’-4” short of the
east wall and is partially edged on its south side with 2” plank (Figure 37). The southern
pavement measures 5’-6” wide and 21’-1” long and consists of a 3”-thick pad of concrete
set over an underlying layer of brick pavers. This composition is suggestive of two
generations of pavement, with an initial brick surface later being covered over with
concrete. A 14”-wide, 3”-deep drain runs along with south side of the pavement, sloping
from east to west. A tile at the west end of the drain extends through the foundation wall,
allowing water to drain out (Figure 38).
There are four 12”x12” concrete footings arranged in a row in the center of the building
(Figure 38). A fifth, isolated, concrete footing is located to the north of this row. These
possibly supported vertical posts originally. There also is an interior foundation wall
(formed with 7” concrete and running east/west), which likely marks the location of a
partition wall. The floor area around this foundation and footings was never paved over
in any manner.
Feature 6 is believed to be the ruins of a barn/stable. This building would have been
utilized for the feeding and sheltering of mules and horses used in the operation of the
mine or possibly for transportation by mine personnel. Six animals were used
underground at the mine in 1938-1939 (IDMM 1940:136-137). The two pavements
discussed may demarcate feed aisles. It is of note that a horse shoe was found in the
southwest corner of the building. The circa 1908-1912 mine map does illustrate a barn at
this approximate location, although it is difficult to say that the building shown actually
represents Feature 6.
Feature 7 is a brick-lined well located on western edge of the site, just above Cole
Hollow Road. The feature has a 4’ interior diameter and is covered with a 4”-thick
concrete pad. A 4-½”-diameter steel pipe runs down into the well. This pipe presumably
was connected to pump originally. The well still holds water, the surface of which was
located 8’ below grade in March 2006 (Figure 39).
Feature 8 is a square-shaped, concrete foundation located immediately northwest of the
brick-lined well discussed as Feature 7 (Figure 39). In fact, the two features practically
abut one another, being separated by less than one foot. The foundation is 8” to 9”-thick
poured concrete and measures 4’3”x4’-6” on the exterior (2’-8”x3’-0” interior). It barely
extends above grade, and the interior is filled with soil.
The function of Feature 8 is unknown. At other larger mine sites documented to date,
similar features often represent man-holes (for accessing underground steam/water pipes)
or serve as collectors for cisterns. Neither of these functions, however, appears to fit
Feature 8. Given its proximity to the well, the foundation possibly supported a small
pump house, though this is merely speculative.
Feature 9 square-shaped, concrete foundation located a short distance west of Features 7
and 8 (Figure 39). It is very similar in character to Feature 8, having 8-½” to 10”-thick
concrete walls and measuring about 4’-1” square, and being filled with soil. The
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foundation is perched on the edge of the ditch bordering Cole Hollow Road, and modern
road work has exposed its western face to some depth. A spread footing is present 14”
below grade. The feature’s eastern edge is obscured by overburden. The top (i.e. upper
surface) of the Feature 9 foundation wall is positioned about three feet below the
equivalent surface for Feature 8. As with Feature 8, the function of Feature 9 is
unknown.
Feature 10 is a set of brick foundations and associated building remains located
approximately 150’ north of the mine office/storehouse and 50’ east of Cole Hollow
Road. The two-course wide foundations are located on a low mound that appears to
correspond to the building’s footprint. Only the southeast corner of the foundations was
exposed during the field investigation, so the exact dimensions of the structure are
unknown. The suspected building footprint is irregular, but covers an area measuring
approximately 24’ square. Two low piles of debris are located on the northeast and
northwest corners of the feature. A shallow depression between these piles may
demarcate an infilled cellar (although this was not confirmed in the field). Brick are
scattered around the surface of the feature (Figures 40 and 41).
The 1908 mine map suggests that the early surface complex at the site was located in the
approximate vicinity of Feature 10, and it is possible that the feature is mining related.
However, the presence of a springhouse and garden terrace (Features 11 and 12) presents
the potential of it being the foundations of a residence—one that may have been occupied
by the manager for the Manhattan Mine at one time. Such an arrangement, where a mine
operator lived directly adjacent to his mine, was not unique to the area and has been
documented at the Mohn’s Mine Site (11P534) in neighboring Peoria County (see
Stratton 2001:16, 30). The 1910 census for Groveland Township does place the
residence of Marion Marteness (then the owner of the Manhattan Mine) along Cole
Hollow Road in the immediate vicinity of the mine site (USBC 1910:23A).
Feature 11 is a springhouse located east of the suspected mine manager’s house. This
feature and an associated garden terrace (Feature 12) are erroneously referred to as
structures “used for the storage of explosives for the mine” in the Narrative Description
for the Manhattan Mine Reclamation Project (IDNR 2006:1). The structure of Feature 11
clearly illustrates its historic use as a springhouse. The feature, which is built against the
base of the hillside, is circular in plan and measures 1’-10” to 1’-11” in diameter on its
interior. It is built of brick (laid two courses wide), and its exterior and interior surfaces
are parged with mortar/concrete. The lower 1’-8” of the structure, which served as a
catchment basin, originally was lined with a steel keg (possibly a powder keg?). A 1-¼”
I.D. pipe passes through the east side of the structure. This pipe presumably tapped into a
natural spring and directed water into the springhouse. The water could be drawn
through a 1’-10”-wide door opening on the western side of the structure, facing toward
the suspected residence (Feature 10). The total height of the feature is 3’-9” (Figures 41
through 43).
Feature 12 is a terrace supported by a low, brick retaining wall bordering Feature 11
(Figure 42). The retaining wall is two courses wide (9”) and is parged with concrete.
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The wall runs west from the springhouse for a distance of 5’-8”, and then curves
southward for 6’-8”, before doubling back east towards the hillside. The terrace created
possibly was utilized as a small flower or vegetable garden by the occupants of the
adjacent dwelling.
Feature 13 is a substantial concrete foundation of unknown function that is located in the
valley bottom northeast the tipple complex (Feature 2) and southwest of a linear deposit
of mine waste (“gob”) interpreted as a diversion dam for the stream. The concrete
foundation is largely buried under gob and recent alluvium. This feature is located
roughly on-line with the mine dump that runs up the hillside to the north, and it is
possible that it may have been related to the operation of the dump, such as bolstering a
roadbed or tramway surface (Figure 44).
Feature 14 is an isolated concrete feature of unknown type and function located in the
stream bottom between the northern access road to the site and the postulated mine
manager’s house. Given the problems of structure/feature visibility at the site, other
related features may be present in the general area of Feature 14, but were not observed
due both to heavy leaf litter and their position at or slightly below grade (Figure 45).
Landscape Features: One of the most significant and interesting aspects of the mine
surface complex is the degree of local landscape modification that has taken place to
accommodate the various mine structures to a less-than-ideally-suited location. These
features were not assigned numbers, but instead are referred to by inferred function. The
locations of the landscape features are indicated on Figure 14.
The early developmental history of the mine site is vague at best. What was to become a
moderate-sized local mine may have had its origin as a small, seasonal mine much like
those described by Graham (1901:114) in the Annual Coal Report for 1900 (see
Historical Plats/Atlases/Source section). Without question, early mining operations in
the area of the observed surface complex were haphazard and seem to lack a rigid, overall
plan or layout to the site. Gob is everywhere in the creek bottom and, for no obvious
reason, at least one-third of the way up the surrounding valley slopes.
Water was clearly a problem at the mine site. Runoff on the steep slopes of this narrow
side valley of Coal Creek was undoubtedly rapid. In a heavy rain this rapid runoff would
quickly accumulate in the narrow creek bottom and would probably lead to flash
flooding. Evidence of this potential problem is abundant at the site. The two main access
roads into the site are paved with concrete, allowing heavy trucks access to the tipple and
scale areas even in times of minor flooding and very wet conditions in the creek bottom.
Thus, the flow of coal into the local market would not have been interrupted much by the
effects of adverse weather.
Much of the area around the tipple was paved with concrete in what appears to be an
attempt to channel water away from the mine entrance and surrounding structures and
into the nearby streambed, as well as providing a solid surface for trucks loading coal.
Flooding by the stream itself was also clearly a problem as attested to by a sizeable
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diversion dam constructed of gob upstream a short distance from the core area of the
surface complex. The diversion dam seems to have extended only far enough to channel
the water beyond those low-lying structures of the mine complex; from that point on, the
floodwaters were free to find their own way into Coal Creek.
A small impoundment dam, now breached, is located at the east end of the diversion dam
and extends from the base of the high artificial terrace on the south to the opposite valley
wall. This short dam, constructed of mine waste, appears to have created a retention
pond extending upstream from the east end of the artificial terrace. At some mine sites,
such retention ponds were intended to serve as a potential water source for boilers, fire
prevention, washhouses, etc. In this case, however, the retention pond may have had an
equally valuable function in slowing the descent of rainwater down to the steep ravine in
which the mine entrance was located. The dam at the northwest end of the pond is
believed to have served as a causeway leading to the slope entry. There is no structural
evidence of the slope entry visible above grade, the opening presumably having been
either intentionally collapsed after the mine’s abandonment or since covered by
overburden.6
The rapid runoff on the very steep side slopes of the valley also led to other problems.
Already very unstable because of their steepness and including, in some areas, the
addition of an unconsolidated veneer of mine waste rock, these slopes were extremely
unpredictable when they became saturated with excessive rain. Evidence of natural
slumping and sliding of the valley sidewalls is quite evident just upstream from the mine
site. Evidence of this concern at the mine site itself is provided by a more-or-less
continuous retaining wall, built at various times and of various materials, that runs from
the west end of the artificial terrace, upon which the hoist engine house is located, to the
natural toe slope upon which the washhouse sits. This wall was integrated within the
sprawling tipple complex. Concrete retaining walls also were required for the
construction of the mine office/storehouse building, the washhouse, and barn/stable.
Waste material from the mine—known colloquially as “gob”—was hauled up the north
slope of the stream valley in which the surface complex is situated, and then dumped over
the ridge top into the neighboring valley to the north. The dump is marked by a deep
road cut in the hillside (Figure 44). It unclear whether trucks were used to move the
waste or some type of tramway was utilized.
Cultural Material: None collected.
Collection Technique: The field investigation was focused on the documentation of structural
remains, rather than the collection of artifacts.
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At the Mohn’s Mine Site (11P534), in neighboring Peoria County, the main slope entry was marked by a pair of
parallel concrete retaining walls, set 6’-4” apart, which ran back into the hillside. The sections of walls exposed on
the surface were covered by reinforced-concrete roof panels. The hillside on which the Manhattan Mine’s slope
entry is located is much steeper than that at Mohn’s, thus making it more susceptible to being covered with
overburden.
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Curated at: Short-term curation of notes and drawings is at Fever River Research, Springfield.
Long-term curation is at the Illinois State Museum Research and Collections Center,
Springfield.
Area Surveyed (acres and square meters): Approximately 11.2 acres (45,290 square meters).

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located no archaeological material [in this portion of
the site]; project clearance is recommended.
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located archaeological materials; site(s) does(do) not
meet requirements for National Register eligibility; project clearance is recommended.
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located archaeological materials; site(s) may meet
requirements for National Register eligibility; further testing is recommended.
Phase II archaeological investigation has indicated that site(s) does(do) not meet requirements
for National Register eligibility; project clearance is recommended.
Phase II archaeological investigation has indicated that site(s) meet requirements for National
Register eligibility; a determination of eligibility is recommended.
[Although considered eligible to the National Register under Criteria A, C, and D, we
recommend clearance on the proposed abandoned mined lands reclamation project. The
contributing resources have been documented through digital photographs, field notes,
and scaled line drawings. Additional fieldwork and archival investigation are not
required. We recommend clearance for the proposed undertaking.]
Comments: As with all historical properties assessed within the context of cultural resources
management, the value of the Manhattan Mine Site and its individual structural
components ultimately is determined by their eligibility for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places. Eligibility to the National Register is based on four broad
criteria that are defined by the National Park Service and used to guide the evaluation
process. These criteria state that
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology,
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects
that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and
A) that are associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or
B) that are associated with the lives of persons significant to our past; or
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C) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in
prehistory or history (36CFR60.4 Criteria for Evaluation).
A property may quality under one or more the above criteria, provided: 1) that it is
historically significant, through its association with an important historic context; 2) it
retains the historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its significance; and, in
the case of archaeological sites, 3) it offers information that can answer relevant research
questions and fill in gaps in the historical record. Abandoned coal mine sites represent an
atypical category of cultural resource. In order to better assess the significance of these
properties, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has sponsored “Pick, Shovel,
Wedge, and Sledge”: A Historical Context for Evaluating Coal Mining Resources in
Illinois (Mansberger and Stratton 2005). This report provides the basis by which the
National Register criteria can be applied to coal mine sites in Illinois.
Tazewell County, where the Manhattan Mine is located, was an important center for coal
production in Illinois from the 1870s into the pre-World War II portion of the twentieth
century. Blessed with large coal reserves, the greater Peoria area enjoyed the added
advantage of having an extensive rail network, which created an immediate demand for
coal (i.e., steam-powered locomotives) and allowed for the easy shipment of the fuel to
distant points in all directions. As elsewhere in Illinois, coal production in Tazewell
County began to drop in the 1920s and went into further decline in the 1930s, following
the onset of the Great Depression. The decline was by no means uniform, however;
Local Mines often were able to make better go of it than larger Shipping Mines and, in
some instances, increased production as larger competitors closed their doors.
The Manhattan Mine reportedly was opened in 1901 and remained in operation until
1939. It thus spanned two district eras of coal mining in Illinois, which Mansberger and
Stratton (2005:123-131, 145-154) discuss as the Post-Railroad, Early Machine Era (18801915) and the Golden Age of Coal Mining (1915-1945). The Manhattan Mine was a
Local Mine, meaning that its coal production was transported by wagon/truck and sold
locally. Historic mine maps suggest that the mine had two distinct periods of operation:
the first beginning in 1901 and lasting until circa 1925, and the second from circa 1925 to
1939. Although somewhat speculative, the sharp rise in the mine’s level of production
between 1925 and 1930 may indicate a significant remodeling in the mine’s surface
complex—one that resulted in the core of the surface works being relocated southeast of
their original location. Indeed, most if not all of the building remains we see today may
date from the late 1920s and were erected in conjuncture with the opening of a new slope
entry leading to the workings on the east side of Springfield Road.
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The Manhattan Mine was developed as what Mansberger and Stratton (2005:204-205)
have characterized as a Steam-Powered, Hand-Operated Mine. These types of mines
were equipped with a boiler house that generated steam power for running a hoist engine,
ventilation fan, pumps, or other equipment, besides often powering independent electric
plants. Such mines generally had fairly compact site plans covering a relatively limited
surface area, though their size did vary depending on scale of production. The early
configuration of the Manhattan Mine fits these general characteristics. Post-1925, the
Manhattan Mine mechanized its mining methods and significantly expanded its
production level. These changes led to a significant overhaul of the surface works at the
mine, including the construction of a new, and no doubt larger, tipple, and other support
structures; it also demanded an increased reliance upon electrical power. The later
Manhattan Mine illustrated certain characteristics found in two other mine types
discussed by Mansberger and Stratton (2005:205-206)—the Steam-Powered, Mechanized
Mine and the Electric-Powered, Mechanized Mine—without falling neatly into either
category.
Like many coal mines in Illinois, the Manhattan Mine does have local significance in the
areas of industry and community development. Historically, Tazewell County had a
comparatively small number of coal mines relative to other counties within the state.
Although only a moderate-sized operation during its early years of operation, the
Manhattan Mine significantly expanded its operations during its last decade of activity,
and the mine no doubt contributed a significant amount of coal to the local communities
of East Peoria and Creve Coeur. Indeed, from 1917 until its closure, the Manhattan Mine
consistently ranked first or second among Local Mines in Tazewell County. It also was a
source of regular employment for the surrounding area, engaging over 100 men during
the middle-to-late 1930s.
Table 1 below provides a guideline for evaluating the National Register eligibility for
abandoned coal mines under Criterion D (archaeology). The placement of the Manhattan
Mine within this subject is shown in comparison to other abandoned coal mines evaluated
through May 2006 by Fever River Research. The chart is predicated upon the assertion
that archaeological integrity alone does not make a mine site eligible to the National
Register under Criterion D. In addition to having integrity, a property must also provide
important information not otherwise obtained by other sources. National Register
eligibility increases in proportion to integrity and ability to fill relevant data gaps.
Since its abandonment, the surface complex of the Manhattan Mine has been demolished
and/or deteriorated to the point where only a few concrete walls of various buildings and
other structures remain standing. Foundations and piers at or just above grade are all that
remain of most of the buildings and structures that were once present on the mine
property. Mechanical equipment and interior fixtures apparently were removed from the
structures at or following the closing of the mine. From an archaeological perspective,
however, the site retains relatively good integrity. Although leaf litter and other forest
detritus make observation and recordation difficult, much of the site plan is visible and
portions of many of the buildings and structures associated with the surface complex are
still visible above grade. Some structures, perhaps from an earlier construction
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episode(s), may be buried beneath sizeable amounts of mine waste, either intentionally or
through natural slumping of the unstable slopes in the area. Most of the structural and
landscape features identified from the survey appear to date from the mine’s later period
of operation.
Table 1
National Register Assessment Chart for Mines
Evaluated under Criterion D

MANHATTAN MINE

YOUNG SHAFT

Mine-related structural features identified during the survey include the suspected
remains of a hoist engine/car puller house (Feature 1), a tipple complex (Feature 2), a
mine office/storehouse (Feature 3), a scale pit (Feature 4), a washhouse (Feature 5), a
stable/barn (Feature 6), a well (Feature 7), and several other features whose functions
were not definitely discerned (Features 8, 9, 13, and 14). In addition, the remains of a
potential residence (Feature 10), springhouse (Feature 11), and garden terrace (Feature
12) were documented that may have been related to the mine. Equally important were
the many mine landscape features identified, including concrete-paved roadways, manmade terraces for building sites, a diversion dam, a retention pond, and a large gob pile
with an associated dump roadway/tramway.
Unquestionably, the features identified at the mine site provide considerable
construction-related data including structure dimensions and building materials, as well
as site layout and its position on and articulation with the landscape—data sets that
Mansberger and Stratton (2005:340) emphasize as important in addressing relevant
research questions about coal mining in Illinois. This information is not available in
documentary records such as historic maps and photographs. A 1939 aerial photograph
provides a limited general view of the mine, but this data hardly equates with the closeup, surface photographs and keyed mine maps available for other mine sites. While the
aerial photograph did aid minimally in our interpretation of some of the structural
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remains observed in the field and the overall layout of the site, the reverse was true just as
much, if not more.
None of the recorded structural features is, in and of itself, particularly notable.
However, taken as a total complex, the recorded structural remains and their
interrelationships, as well as their articulation with the natural and culturally modified
landscape of the immediate area, provide important information that furthers our
understanding of the development of the coal industry in late nineteenth and early
twentieth century central Illinois. The Manhattan Mine and others like it along the
Illinois River valley faced unique topographical challenges; mining companies had to
integrate their surface complexes into a dissected landscape of steep-sided stream valleys.
The spatial layout of these mines was quite distinct from that developed on the relatively
flat terrain found in the central and southern Illinois coal fields. The surface complex of
the Manhattan Mine had a layout typical of mines located in this dissected terrain.
Although locating the mine entrance at the base of these stream valleys afforded either
direct access to coal seams or at least shortened the distance required to access a seam,
such a landscape position also contributed a number of problems to the construction and
continued operation of the surface complex of a mining facility. Narrow stream bottoms
afforded few level areas on which to construct mine buildings and also were extremely
subject to flash flooding. To raise the surface facilities of the mines above the floodprone valley bottoms, terraces were constructed on the adjacent valley walls, often using
mine waste as fill. Valley sidewall placement of structures also created additional
engineering problems, as these steep slopes are inherently unstable. Retaining walls,
constructed along the back edges of the terraced hillsides, were at least a partial solution.
Control of rapid runoff and flooding in the stream bottoms was further controlled by the
construction of diversion dams and retention ponds within the narrow valleys.
Of the abandoned coal mines investigated to date by Fever River Research, the Mohn’s
Mine Site (11P534), in neighboring Peoria County, presents the most comparable
example to the Manhattan Mine (Stratton 2001). Both were Local Mines with slope
entries and had similar levels of production during the 1920s and 1930s. They also
occupied similar topographical settings—though on opposite sides of the Illinois River—
and comparable strategies were employed to integrate their surface complexes into the
landscape. Like the Manhattan Mine, the natural terrain around Mohn’s Mine was
terraced to provide building sites, and its tipple was built against a hillside to take
advantage of the natural height provided thereby. The operator at Mohn’s also arranged
for the public road leading to the mine to be paved with concrete to ease to the movement
of coal trucks (similar to the extensive road paving employed at the Manhattan Mine).
The Mohn’s Mine Site, however, did not have sufficient integrity to merit National
Register eligibility. A significant portion of the site had been destroyed or otherwise
damaged by roadwork, and some of the features were deteriorated to the point where
their function was not understood. Fever River Research also has investigated the
Crescent Mine No. 2 Site (11T434), located 1-1/2 miles southwest of the Manhattan
Mine, in between Creve Couer and Marquette Heights in Tazewell County (Stratton
2004). This mine too occupied a fairly rugged location, though its setting was not quite
as challenging as that of the Manhattan Mine. Crescent No. 2 also was different from the
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Manhattan Mine in being a large Shipping Mine and having a vertical shaft (versus a
slope entry). Although historically significant on a local level, Crescent No. 2 was not
considered eligible to National Register since the archaeological component of the coal
mine proper did not contribute significant information to our understanding of earlytwentieth-century mine sites in Illinois. The mine complex also was fairly well
documented through period mine maps.
In contrast to the Mohn’s Mine and Crescent Mine No. 2 sites, the Manhattan Mine Site
is considered eligible to the National Register under Criteria A, C, and D. The Manhattan
Mine Site’s eligibility under Criteria A (social history) relates to the themes of
engineering and industry, in regard to the small-to-moderate scale, vernacular efforts at
coal mining during the first half of the twentieth century in Tazewell County. Such
mines played a vital role in the development of East Peoria and adjacent communities in
Tazewell County, lying opposite the important industrial center of Peoria. The difficult
character of the terrain, coupled with the relative thinness of the Springfield (No. 5) coal
seam (which varied from 4’ to 4’-6” thick), largely discouraged large-scale corporate
ventures into coal mining of the sort found in southern Illinois. In these conditions, Local
Mines like the Manhattan Mine (and Mohn’s Mine) were able to flourish and achieve
some prominence. Under Criterion A, an archaeological property should convey its
historic significance through “well preserved features, artifacts, and intra-site patterning
in order to illustrate a specific event or pattern of events in history” (Townsend et al.
1993:21). The Manhattan Mine certainly has well-preserved landscape features, and its
structural remains, although in ruins, do have good archaeological integrity and most are
interpretable. Combined, the various landscape and structural features display excellent
intra-site patterning. The overall flow of operation through the site, and activity areas
within it, are understood. We also feel that the property retains those aspects, or
qualities, of integrity considered most important under Criterion A: location, design,
setting, materials, and association (Townsend et al. 1993:17). Although the integrity of
materials obviously has been compromised to some extent by the demolition of the
buildings at the site, this aspect is still well represented by the landscape features there.
The site’s eligibility under Criteria C specifically relates to the landscape design at the
site, which provides an excellent illustration of the challenges faced and vernacular
engineering methods employed by one coal mine operator in the dissected terrain of the
central Illinois River valley. The mining-related landscape resources at the site—which
include the paved concrete roads, building terraces, dams, retention pond, gob pile, and
dump car roadway/tramway—retain excellent integrity and embody a significant entity
conveying the spatial layout of the mine surface complex, activity areas within it, and the
variety of water/erosion control methods implemented.
The mine site’s eligibility under Criterion D relates to the information content provided
by the structural remains documented at the site, which, although not individually
distinctive, provide essential data regarding site structure. The specific building types
represented at the site are fairly well understood in a generic sense. Fully intact examples
of these same building types have been documented at a number of mine sites previously
investigated by Fever River Research, including the Bobby Dick Mine (hoist-engine
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house, washhouse, warehouse), the Taylor No. 5 Mine (office, warehouse, washhouse),
the Jefferson No. 20 Mine (washhouse), Cherry Mine (washhouse), and Ruby Mine
(office, washhouse), although there is considerable variation among these in respect to
size and method of construction (see respectively, Stratton et al. 2006; Stratton and
Mansberger 2005b; Stratton 2002, Stratton and Mansberger 2006; and Stratton and
Mansberger 2005a). Ruins of similar building types have been documented at other sites
investigated. This being said, however, the location, size, and function of the structural
remains identified at the Manhattan Mine do provide information essential for
interpreting the surrounding man-made landscape and overall site structure. The function
of the terrace on which the car puller/hoist engine house (Feature 1) is located, for
instance, would be less interpretable without the building remains, which themselves
provide key evidence for the terrace’s exact purpose (as opposed to documentary
records). Similarly, the paved road system within the site is better understood if one
knows the buildings/structures to which it is aligned—namely the tipple (Feature 2), scale
pit (Feature 4), and mine office/storehouse (Feature 3).
The data derived from the Manhattan Mine makes a significant contribution towards our
understanding of the site structure and operations of an early-to-middle-twentieth-century
Local Mine in the rugged blufflands bordering the Illinois River Valley—a culture
resource, which while historically significant on a local and regional level, is poorly
represented by traditional documentary records. Future investigations on similar coal
mines in the surrounding region might target sites having standing structures or
archaeological resources with good integrity that fill in relevant data gaps. Tipple
remains associated with slope mines represent a prime example. Much less is known
about these structures than their counterparts at shaft mines, which were far more
common around the state. Initial evidence suggests a greater degree of variability and
vernacular innovation at play in slope mine tipples, heavily influenced by their specific
topographical setting. Also of interest are middle-to-late nineteenth-century mines
capable of illustrating the early generation of mining in Tazewell and surrounding
counties. As noted by Mansberger and Stratton (2005:350), mines pre-dating 1881
generally are poorly documented throughout the state. Such early mines also often have
domestic components associated with them, which present great research potential.
Hawley’s Mines in Cincinnati Township, Tazewell County, is a prime example and has
previously been cited by Mansberger and Stratton (2005:351, figs. 222-224). A later
example is the Crescent Mine No. 2 Town Site (11T435) (Stratton 2004; Mansberger and
Stratton 2005:351).
Although the Manhattan Mine Site is considered eligible for the National Register under
Criteria A, C, and D, we are recommending clearance for this proposed abandoned mined
lands reclamation project. The contributing structural resources—the hoist engine house
(Feature 1) the tipple complex (Features 2), the mine office/storehouse (Feature 3), the
scale pit (Feature 4), the washhouse (Feature 5), the barn/stable (Feature 6), and well
(Feature 7)—have been documented through digital images, field notes, and scaled line
drawings. Moreover, the contributing resources can be placed within their proper context
utilizing relevant sections of Stratton and Mansberger (2005:217-268, 269-271, 290-292)
and Stratton (2001, 2004). The proposed reclamation work involves removing unsafe
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features from the mine surface complex area by razing any standing concrete structures to
grade and filling any open pits and shafts. This reclamation work should have a limited
impact on the archaeological potential of the site. No further fieldwork is considered
necessary. We recommend clearance of the proposed undertaking.
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PROJECT AREA
Manhattan Mine Site
(11T541)

Figure 1. The location of the surface complex of the Manhattan Mine Site (in Section 5,
Township 25 North, Range 4 West) superimposed on a portion of the 1996 United States
Geological Survey Peoria East, Illinois 7.5-minute Topographic Quadrangle Map (USGS
1996). The area of the mine surface complex, shaded in red, is coterminous with the survey
area.
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ILLINOIS
RIVER

Figure 2. A portion of the ISGS coal mines map for Tazewell County showing the
concentration of historical mining activity along both sides of the Illinois River trench in
the East Peoria area (Elrick et al 2005).
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Figure 3. The location of the Manhattan Coal Company Mine is shown superimposed on
the relevant portion of Groveland Township, as depicted in the 1891 atlas of Tazewell
County (Ogle 1891:33). This atlas pre-dates the development of the mine by a decade. A
dwelling is indicated at the west end of the project area on property owned by J. Gottleib.
A coal mine is depicted less than one-quarter mile north of the future Manhattan Mine
location on the opposite side of Cole Creek (see Footnote 1) just beyond where Cole Hollow
Road crosses it. Just north of this mine is a brickyard. Two additional coal mines as well
as two brick yards are located farther to the northwest along the bluff edge bordering the
Illinois River. Note also the erroneous course of Coal Creek, which is shown running from
Cole Hollow Road northeast to Springfield Road instead of turning and paralleling the
former road north to its exit from the bluffs.
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MANHATTAN MINE
(Early Slope Entry)

UNDERGROUND WORKINGS
OF MANHATTAN MINE
(ca. 1912)

LOT 3

COLLAPSED MAIN
ENTRIES?
(Possibly dug post-1912)
LOT 2

PROJECT
AREA

LOT 1

GUSTAV GIEBELHAUSEN
PARCEL

MANHATTAN COAL
COMPANY MINE
(Later Slope Entry)

UNDERGROUND WORKINGS OF
MANHATTAN COAL COMPANY
(ca. 1938)

Figure 4. Lots 1, 2, and 3 of the northeast quarter of Section 5, Township 25 North, Range
4 West; the Manhattan Mine; and that mine’s underground workings; superimposed on a
portion of the 1996 Peoria East Topographic Quadrangle Map (USGS 1996). The project
area is circled in red, while the slope entry and approximate underground workings of the
Manhattan Mining Company demarcated in dark green (Webster 1935; see Figure 7). A
small red mark indicates the approximate location of an earlier entrance to the Manhattan
Mine. The mine’s workings as of 1912 are indicated in light green (Cummins 1908; see
Figure 6). The blue-shaded area adjoining the Manhattan Mine is a 34-acre parcel once
owned by Gustav Giebelhausen, another local coal mine operator who was active from at
least 1900 to 1918. .
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UNDERGROUND
WORKINGS MANHATTAN
COAL COMPANY
(ca. 1938)

MANHATTAN MINE
SITE

Underground mine
Abandoned shaft
Abandoned slope
Uncertain type or location
Mine index number

Figure 5. A portion of the Coal Mines Tazewell County map (Elrick et al 2005), indicating
known entrance locations and the extent of underground workings for mines in the Creve
Coeur/East Peoria area, with annotations relating to the Manhattan Mine superimposed.
The directory for this map provides two different mine index numbers for the Manhattan
Coal Company: “3535”, a slope mine located in Section 4; and “3636”, a supposed shaft
mine located in Section 5. The entrance and underground workings of 3636 are illustrated
above, whereas those for 3535 are not—presumably due to their location being unknown.
The mine site documented as part of the current investigations (circled above in red) is
located north of 3636, and its underground workings (shaded in green) lie well to the east,
in Section 4. Despite these discrepancies, a historic mine map (Webster 1935; see Figure 7)
places the entrance to the Manhattan Coal Company’s mine within the project area.
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Figure 6. The location of the project mine site in the valley of Coal Creek is shown (circled
in black) superimposed on a portion of the 1905 United States Geological Survey 15-minute
Peoria topographical quadrangle map (USGS 1905). Two structures are indicated along
the east side of Cole Hollow Road within the general area of the mine surface complex. It is
not clear whether these buildings are residences or mine-related structures. The survey for
the quadrangle map was undertaken in 1902-1904.
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SURFACE
STRUCTURES

Figure 7. This 1908 “Map of the Manhattan Mine” also shows three revisions/updates
through July 1912 (Cummins 1908). The active workings of the mine have distinct east and
west areas connected by a long entry. However, when “Oldworks” and “Works Closed”
are considered, the extent of mining maybe more-or-less continuous across the area
depicted. Surface structures are indicated above the west workings and the area is circled
in red. The north-south line running through the west area is the centerline of Lot 2 of the
northeast quarter of Section 5.
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Figure 8. The location of the project mine site is shown superimposed on the relevant
portion of Groveland Township as depicted in the 1910 atlas of Tazewell County (Ogle and
Company 1910:84). The general area of the mine surface complex is circled in red.
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Figure 9. The location of the project mine site is shown superimposed on the relevant
portion of Groveland Township as depicted in the 1929 atlas of Tazewell County (Brock
and Company 1929:50). The general area of the mine surface complex is circled in red.
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Figure 10. The location of the project mine site is shown superimposed on the relevant
portion of Groveland Township as depicted in the 1930 plat of Tazewell County (Hixson
1930). The general area of the mine surface complex is circled in red.
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Figure 11. A 1935 map with updates in 1936 and 1938 of the workings of the Manhattan
Coal Co. does not give a mine name, but presumably this is the Manhattan Mine (Webster
1935). A sloped entry extends eastward about 850’ down to the workings, which are all
located in Section 4 east of Springfield Road (east ROW limit is shown). The mouth of the
sloped entry is in Section 5 along the east valley wall of Coal Creek in Lot 2. This mined
area does not seem to be shown on the Illinois Coal Mines map for Tazewell County (ISGS
2000). Note the large “Worked out” areas to the northwest of the mapped workings.
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Boundary between
Sections 5 and 4

“GOB” PILE

COLE HOLLOW ROAD

RIDGETOP
ROADWAY
COAL CREEK

ROAD/TRAMWAY CUT

SLOPE ENTRY
CORE COMPLEX
OF MINE FACILITY

Figure 12. A portion of a 1939 aerial photograph shows the surface complex of the Manhattan Mine in the Coal Creek valley
(ISGS 1939). The boundary of what is considered, for the purposes of this report, the surface complex of this mine is shown
outlined in red. In the absence of company maps, the extent of the mine surface complex was defined on the basis of obvious
structures and other ground disturbances that were visible on the aerial photograph and through field survey.
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GOB PILE
POSSIBLE MINE MANAGER’S HOUSE
(FEA. 10)

NORTH ACCESS ROAD

SOUTH ACCESS ROAD
DUMP CAR
TRAMWAY
BARN/STABLE
(FEA. 6)
WELL COMPLEX
(FEA. 7-9)
OFFICE/STOREHOUSE/
SCALE HOUSE
(FEA. 3)
WASH HOUSE
(FEA. 5)
SLOPE
ENTRY

SCALE PIT
(FEA. 4)

TIPPLE COMPLEX
(FEA. 2)
CAR-PULLER / HOISTENGINE HOUSE
(FEA. 1)

Figure 13. An enlargement of a portion of the 1939 aerial shows the central portion of the mine surface complex. An attempt
was made to identify and label the location on the aerial photograph of as many of the mine structures and landscape features
recorded during the field investigations as possible (ISGS 1939).
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CORE COMPLEX OF
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CONCRETE
ROADWAYS
COAL
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RIDGETOP LANE
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(MINE WASTE)
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IMPOUNDMENT DAM
(BREACHED)
RETAINING WALL

TERRACE OF MINE WASTE
COLE
HOLLOW
ROAD

PATH OF SLOPE
ENTRY
RETENTION POND?

Figure 14. Project topographic plan map showing the setting of the mine site within the natural landscape. Large-scale
cultural modifications to the landscape are shown on this map. Considerable terracing of the valley sidewall to facilitate
structure placement is present in the “core complex” area. Figure 14 shows mine-related structures in greater detail.
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Figure 15. A close-up showing the central portion of the mine surface complex including both structures and landscape
modifications.
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Figure 16..Plan map of the car-puller/hoist-engine house (Feature 1). The wall stub extending east from the west wall may
represent the original south wall of the building with the present southwest corner representing a later addition. The
deteriorated condition of the south and much of the east wall of Feature 1 make this difficult to ascertain. A pair of large
concrete engine mounts is located in the northeast quadrant of the building. These mounts have two pairs of engine tie-downs,
oriented north-south. A small, crudely-poured concrete mounting block north of the paired main mounts is oriented east-west
and, given its position with respect to the north paired mount, is a later addition. The precise function of this mounting block
is unknown.
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Figure 17. The upper image (looking northeast) is an overview of the hoist engine house
(Feature 1) from the very steep, gob-covered slope above. The artificial terrace, upon
which the house engine house is constructed, is quite evident. The small, unnamed stream
on the valley floor is just visible below the terrace. The lower image (looking north from
above) shows the wall outlines and the placement of the engine mounts within the
structure.
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Figure 18. Both images (upper looking east; lower southeast) show the concrete mounts
(with threaded tie downs) for the hoist engine(s). Both sets of mounts abut the north wall
of the structure with the lone surviving mount (foreground) of an earlier set apparently
replaced by the set at the rear.
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Figure 19. The upper image shows the enlarged, strengthened southwest corner of the
structure, which is essentially a corner pier encompassed within this portion of the south
wall of the hoist engine house. The lower image shows steel cable and a section of rail used
as strengthening elements within the poured concrete of the northwest corner of Feature 1.
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Figure 20. Drawing of Feature 2, the ruins of the suspected tipple complex at the mine site (FRR 2006).
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Figure 21. Two views of the concrete retaining wall defining the southern edge of the tipple
complex (Feature 2).
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Figure 22. Views of the concrete footings/piers located on the slope above the retaining wall shown in the previous figure.
These footings may have supported the upper part of the screen house in the tipple.
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Figure 23. (LEFT) View of the east end of the tipple complex (Feature 2), looking up the
stream valley towards the slope entrance to the mine. This section of the tipple is suspected
to have contained coal bins and served as a loading area when the mine was in operation.
(RIGHT) View taken from the same area, but looking southwest back towards the west end
of the facility.
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Figure 24. Two views showing concrete foundation at the east end of the tipple complex
believed to be associated with coal bins.
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Figure 25. Plan map of the mine office/storehouse (Feature 3) and truck scale pit (Feature 4) (FRR 2006).
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Figure 26. The upper image shows the relationship between a number of key buildings and
other structures of the mine complex, as well as some of the terracing of the valley wall.
The lower image is looking west/southwest and shows the northeast corner and surviving
section of the north wall of the mine office/storehouse complex (Feature 3). To the left, the
south retaining wall of this building has collapsed and the unsupported cut bank has
slumped, obscuring most of the concrete wall debris.
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Figure 27. The upper image shows the northeast corner of the mine office/storehouse
house complex (Feature 3) from the interior. Notice the concrete “plate” capping the top of
the north wall. The lower image shows the south concrete retaining wall of the mine
office/storehouse complex. The stub wall behind the tree forms, together with the section of
blank wall visible in the upper image, the large doorway opening on the east end of this
building. The terracing of the slope is very apparent in this image; the south retaining wall
of the washhouse is visible at the rear of the upper terrace.
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Figure 28. The left image is looking south towards the scale pit (Feature 4) with the office/storehouse complex (Feature 3)
behind it. A large concrete patched area is visible in the gully adjacent to the north wall of the scale pit. The washhouse
(Feature 5) is visible on the terraced slope behind and above. The right image shows the paved character of the south roadway
looking west towards Cole Hollow Road from the west side of the scale pit.
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Figure 29. The left image is a detail of the southwest corner of the scale pit (Feature 4) showing the pavement of the approach
roadway abutting the west wall. The right image shows the rectangular concrete-lined pit just west of the projected west wall
of the office/storehouse complex. The function of this pit is unknown.
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Figure 30. Plan view of the suspected washhouse (Feature 5). This structure was constructed on a terrace cut into the natural
slope of the very steep valley wall. This “notching” of the natural contours of the slope undoubtedly exacerbated problems
with the already rapid runoff and inherent instability of the slope as evidenced by the upslope retaining wall with large drain
tile and the “paved” surfaces to the east channeling runoff away from the structure (FRR 2006).
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Figure 31. Two views of the concrete retaining wall present along the south side of the
suspected washhouse. The bottom image shows remnants of the tile block used for the
upper part of the building’s walls
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Figure 32. The walls of the washhouse were constructed used a combination of tile block and brick, samples of which are
illustrated at right. The walls of the building have been demolished, and sections of masonry litter the slopes below.
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Figure 33. View of the concrete-lined basin (marked with dashed line) located in the
southwest corner of the washhouse. A hole for a suspected water pipe is located in the wall
above this (marked with arrow).
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Figure 34. The washhouse appears to have been constructed in two episodes, with an
addition eventually being added to the west end of the original structure. The view above
shows the juncture of the two building sections. The concrete retaining wall appears in the
background.
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Figure 35. (TOP) View of the cut bank and retaining wall located off the southwest corner
of the washhouse. This area perhaps was utilized as a storage area of some kind (for
water?). (BOTTOM) The hillside leading down from the washhouse to the tipple complex
is terraced and paved with concrete.
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Figure 36. Plan map of structure tentatively interpreted as a barn or stable (Feature 6) for
the mine draft animals. As with the postulated mine office complex (Feature 3) and the
washhouse (Feature 5), this structure has been constructed on a terraced surface cut into
the lower slope at the terminus of the upland finger forming the south wall of the valley. In
fact, the east wall of this structure is a retaining set into the slope (FRR 2006).
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Figure 37. The upper image shows the east concrete retaining wall of the barn/stable. The
mine office/storehouse building (Feature 3) is visible in the background. The lower image,
looking north into the northwest corner of the barn/stable, shows a portion of the brick
pavement running parallel to both the north and south walls of the structure. The brick
pavement along the south wall had been covered over with concrete.
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Figure 38. The left image shows the concrete foundations in the southwest corner of the postulated barn/stable. A gutter
along the inside of the south wall leads to a small drain hole (below arrow) through the wall about two feet east of the corner.
Note the horseshoe found in this corner. The right image shows the east-west series of 12” by 12” concrete piers on the
interior of the building that may have supported vertical posts originally.
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FEA. 7

FEA. 8

FEA. 9

Figure 39. Plan view (upper image) showing brick-lined well (Feature 7) and two adjacent
concrete foundations (Features 8 and 9) adjacent to the road ditch along Cole Hollow
Road. The well has water at a depth of about eight feet below grade. The functions of
Features 8 and 9 remain unclear. At other mine sites documented to-date, such
foundations often are associated with manhole/access shafts, or serve as cistern collectors
(FRR 2006).
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Figure 40. Plan map of postulated mine manager’s house (Feature 10) (FRR 2006).
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Figure 41. The upper image shows the southeast corner of the brick foundation of the
postulated mine manager’s house (Feature 10). The lower image shows the springhouse
(Feature 11) and the adjacent portion of the garden terrace (Feature 12).
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Figure 42. Two views of the springhouse (Feature 11) and the adjacent garden terrace
(Feature 12).
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Figure 43. The upper image shows details of the springhouse doorway construction viewed
from overhead. The lower image shows details of the springhouse interior including the
inlet pipe from the hillside and the impression of the steel drum that formerly lined the
lower portion of the reservoir.
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Figure 44. The upper image shows a portion of a concrete foundation relating to a
structure of unknown function (Feature 13) located just south of the west end of the linear
gob pile/diversion dam in the creek bottom. The lower image shows an isolated concrete
pier (Feature 14) located north of the north paved roadway section more-or-less in line
with the mine office/storehouse/scale house.
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Figure 45. The upper image is view looking up the road (or tramway), leading to the mine
dump. It was taken about one-third of the way up the valley sidewall. The lower image is
from the top of the north ridge looking down over the gob pile into the valley bottom.
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APPENDIX I
ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE FORM
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ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING FORM
County: Tazewell
Field Number:
Quadrangle (7.5'): Peoria East

Site Name: Manhattan Mine

Revisit: N
State Site No.: 11T514
Date Recorded: 2006.07.24

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (to quarter quarter quarter)
Align: SE
Align:
Align:
Align:

1/4s: SW, NE, NE; NW, SE, NE; SE, NW, NE
1/4s:
1/4s:
1/4s:

UTM Coordinates (by ISM): UTM Zone: 16

Section: 5
Section:
Section:
Section:

UTM North: 4,503,186

Township: 25 N
Township:
Township:
Township:

Range: 4 W
Range:
Range:
Range:

UTM East: 282,452

Ownership: Private

ENVIRONMENT
Topography: Bluffbase
Nearest Water Supply: Coal Creek
Soil Association: Clinton-Keomah-Rushville

Elevation (in meters): 165
Drainage: Big Bend of Illinois River

Description: The site extends across the head of a steep, wooded ravine in the dissected blufflands bordering the Illinois River
Valley. The natural landscape has been modified through the creation of man-made terraces and roadways for the
mine.

SURVEY
Project Name: Manhattan Mine Survey
Ground Cover (List up to 3): Forest
Brush
Survey Methods (List up to 2): Pedestrian
Site Type (List up to 2): Commercial

Site Area (square meters): 36,470
Visibility (%): 10
Standing Structures: N

Weeds

SITE CONDITION
Extent of Damage: Moderate
Main Cause of Damage: Vandalism

MATERIAL OBSERVED
Number of Prehistoric Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Prehistoric Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Prehistoric Surface Features: N

Number of Historic Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Historic Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Historic Surface Features: Y

Description: The Manhattan Mine is an abandoned coal mine site. The survey documented fourteen structural features, as well as
landscape features, associated with the surface complex of this mine.

TEMPORAL AFFILIATION (check all that apply)

Colonial (1673-1780):

Prehistoric Unknown:
Paleoindian:
Archaic:
Early Archaic:
Middle Archaic:

Pioneer (1781-1840):
Frontier (1841- 1870):
Early Industrial (1871-1900):
Urban Industrial (1901-1945): Y
Post-War (1946-present):

Late Archaic:
Woodland:
Early Woodland:
Middle Woodland:
Late Woodland:

Mississippian:
Upper Mississippian:
Protohistoric:
Historic Native American:
Historic (generic):

Description: Documentary sources indicate that this site represents the surface complex of the Manhattan Mine, a slope coal mine
that was in operation from 1901 to 1939. It operated under several different names during its history.
Surveyor: J. Yingst and C. Stratton
Site Report by: J. Yingst
IHPA Log No.:
Compliance Status:

Institution: FRR
Institution: FRR

Survey Date: 2006.03.10
Date: 2006.18.07
IHPA First Sur. Doc. No.:

Curation Facility: FRR

NRHP Listing: N
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