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Locational Information and Survey Conditions
County: La Salle

Quadrangle: La Salle (1993)

Project Type/Title: Phase II National Register of Historic Places evaluation of Illinois Zinc
Company Mine No. 1 (Deer Park Mine; 11LS1074) and Illinois Clay Products Mine
(11LS1073), Oglesby, La Salle County, Illinois.
Responsible Federal/State Agencies: IDNR (Abandoned Mined Lands Reclamation Division)
Legal Location:
SW½, SE¼, NE¼;
SW¼, NE¼,
N½, NE¼, SE¼,
NE¼, NW¼, SE¼,
SE¼, SE¼, NW¼,
Section 30
Township 33 North, Range 2 East of 3rd P.M.
La Salle County
Illinois

UTM:

4,574,116 North
4,573,975 North

329,427 East (Illinois Zinc Company Mine No. 1)
329,760 East (Illinois Clay Products Mine)

Natural Division: 4a; Grand Prairie Section (a) of the Grand Prairie Division (4) (Schwegman
1973:2).
Project Description: The project consisted of a Phase II National Register of Historic Places
evaluation of two adjoining abandoned mine sites subject to a proposed reclamation plan
referred to as the “Deer Park Mine 2009 Grant Project.” The proposed reclamation
activity primarily will involve the removal of the above-grade portions of foundations
and other structures and the filling or sealing of any visible or otherwise known shafts
(i.e., mine entries, air shafts, etc.) and pits. Although the IDNR project title references
only the Deer Park Mine, a second mine property—the Illinois Clay Products Mine—also
is located in the impact area and was documented as part of the Phase II investigation.
The latter mine produced both clay and coal.
For clarity, the Deer Park Mine formally was known as Illinois Zinc Company Mine No.
1. It also was known as the Black Hollow Mine, in reference to its proximity to the
nearby hamlet by that same name (which is now part of Oglesby). All three titles are
used at various points in the text below.
Topography: The project area straddles both banks of the Vermilion River immediately east of
the town of Oglesby. The Vermilion makes a sweeping U-shaped bend around the ridge
upon which Oglesby is situated, and the river valley here is bordered by steep, forested
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bluffs. The bluffs on the east bank push right up to the river’s edge, while those on the
west bank are separated from the river by a narrow floodplain. Several deep ravines with
intermittent drainages are present on the east bank. The project area is divided in half by
Ed Hand Highway, which crosses the Vermilion at this point. Most of the project lies
within boundaries of Matthiessen State Park (see Figure 1).
Soils: Lawson-Sawmill-Darwin soil association.
Drainage: Vermilion River; Illinois River; Mississippi River
Land Use/Ground Cover: Forest with understory of shrubs and herbaceous species.
Survey Limitations: All of the mine buildings and related structures in the project area have
been demolished or have experienced severe deterioration. In some instances, surviving
building remains are covered by soil and an accumulation of forest litter, making it
difficult to see their full extent. Erosion also has negatively impacted some resources.
The eastern approach for the Ed Hand Highway Bridge covers a large part of the historic
surface complex associated with the Deer Park Mine.
Archaeological and Historical Information
Historical Plats/Atlases/Source:
The proposed coal mine reclamation site is located in Section 30 of Deer Park Township,
La Salle County, a short distance east of the town of Oglesby, and extends on both banks
of the Vermilion River. La Salle County was among the top coal-producing counties in
Illinois from the middle nineteenth into the very early twentieth century. The coal
produced from the county’s mines fueled local manufacturing concerns—centered in the
“twin cities” of La Salle-Peru, Streator, and Ottawa—and also was shipped to more
distance markets via railroad and the Illinois and Michigan Canal (see Figure 2).
Coal mining in the Oglesby vicinity began in February 1865, when the Kenosha Coal
Company began work on shaft on Section 25 of Eden Township, in the uplands
immediately west of the Vermilion River. Progress on the new mine was slow until
Wisconsin businessman Thatcher Tucker Bent purchased a controlling interest in the
concern. In 1866, T. T. Bent applied for the establishment of a post office at his mine.
His initial choice of “Kenosha” being rejected, Bent settled on the name “Oglesby” in
honor of then-Governor Richard J. Oglesby, who also had served as a general in the Civil
War. The name Kenosha subsequently was dropped from the coal company’s title as
well, with Oglesby being substituted. The Oglesby Coal Company would remain in
business until 1918-1919. It stayed under the control of the Bent family right up until its
closure and commonly was referred to as the Bent Mine locally (Bluemer 2001:47-54;
Oglesby Historical Society 2002:4, 12-15).
The Illinois Valley Coal Company opened a shaft near Oglesby in 1865. Its mine was
located roughly one-half mile northwest of Bent’s. A small community named Jonesville
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eventually developed around the mine, and this name came to be applied to the mine
itself over time. In 1880, the La Salle County Carbon Coal Company purchased the
property and operated it as its Mine No. 1 until 1930 (Oglesby Historical Society
2002:10-11). The Jonesville Mine and the Oglesby Coal Company were the largest coal
mines in the Oglesby area (see Figures 6 and 7).
The Deer Park Mine was developed in 1901 by the Illinois Zinc Company of Peru.
Incorporated on February 2, 1870,1 the Illinois Zinc Company’s processing plant was
located on the east side of Peru and occupied a stretch of ground between the Illinois and
Michigan Canal and the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad (see Figure 8). It
was one of two zinc producers in the area, the other being the Matthiessen and Hegeler
Zinc Company, which was based in the neighboring city of La Salle. The latter firm was
started by German metallurgists Frederick Matthiessen and Edward Hegeler circa 1860
and became was the largest zinc producer in the United States in the late nineteenth
century. La Salle-Peru area represented a good location for zinc processing. It was
located in proximity to the zinc mines in northwestern Illinois and southwestern
Wisconsin, had a good railroad network, and abundant local coal supplies. The Illinois
Zinc Company’s plant in Peru began with only one furnace but by 1880 it had four in
operation. The furnaces initially were hand operated, and the output of the plant was
exclusively slab zinc or spelter. Production expanded and diversified over time. In 1881,
roll trains for rolling zinc into wide sheets were installed at the plant. The company
adopted mechanical roasting by machine kilns during the period 1890-1900. In 1896, an
acid plant was added at the facility to recover the sulphuric fumes generated by the
smelting process and manufacture sulphuric acid. In 1901, Charles F. Neurether, the
superintendent at the Peru plant, invented and constructed the first heat regenerating
retort furnace in the United States. In 1911, the Illinois Zinc Company began production
of strip or ribbon zinc. The demand for the latter product was such that company erected
a separate mill devoted solely to its manufacture in 1915 (Anonymous [1925]).
Development of the Deer Park Mine thus coincided with the Illinois Zinc Company’s
dramatic increase in production at the turn of twentieth century. The amount of coal
consumed at the zinc plant would have increased in proportion to production, and the
company ultimately made the decision to be its own supplier. The Matthiessen and
Hegeler Zinc Company also operated its own mine. The site selected by the Illinois Zinc
Company for its mine was along the Vermilion River, east of Oglesby and north of the
hamlet of Deer Park Glen. An 1892 county atlas illustrates pre-mine conditions at the
site (see Figures 3 through 5). The only cultural feature shown in close proximity to the
mine site on the west bank of the river by this source is the Illinois Valley and Northern
Railroad, which followed the course of the Vermilion as its made its wide U-shaped bend
around Oglesby, passing through Deer Park Glen on its way. It was along this rail line—
later acquired by the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad—that coal from the Deer
Park Mine ultimately would be shipped to the zinc plant in Peru. On the east bank of the
1

The original stockholders in the firm were Calvin Wells, Aaron French, William Mullins, James Layng, and
Archibold Means. All of them hailed from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, except for Means who was from Steubenville,
Ohio. Wells served as president and treasurer until his death in August 1909 (O’Byrne 1924).
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Vermilion, the 1892 atlas illustrates a road dropping down from the uplands and
terminating at the riverbank. This road essentially corresponds to present-day Ed Hand
Highway. Several residences are illustrated along the road in question, including one
situated quite close to the future site of the Deer Park Mine (Alden, Ogle, and Company
1892).
The Deer Park Mine is reported on in the 1901 Annual Coal Report under “New Mines”
in La Salle County. The report provides a brief statement stating that, “The Illinois Zinc
Company, Peru, has opened a new mine near Deer Park, La Salle County, and will
consume all the output at the plant in Peru” (Illinois Bureau of Labor Statistics [IBLS]
1902:119). Slope entrances were employed at the mine, as opposed to a hoisting shaft.
The entrances were located on the east bank of the river, and this necessitated the
construction of a bridge to carry the coal to the shipping tipple on the opposite bank. The
mine exploited the Colchester coal seam, which averaged 3’ to 3’-6” thick in the area. In
its first year of operation, the Deer Park Mine produced a modest 3,225 tons and
employed on average twenty-six men. Of course much time and energy would have been
expended just in the development of the mine this first year. Production increased
rapidly in the years that followed, growing to 22,890 tons in 1902 and 77,580 tons by
1905. Output was particularly high in 1910, when over 90,000 tons of coal was shipped
from the mine; this was above average however (IBLS 1902:128-129; 1903:114-115;
1906:198-199, 1911:228-229). It generally fell within the middle-to-lower range of
shipping mines in La Salle County in terms of production. Key statistics for the mine are
presented below in Table 1.
Table 1
Illinois Zinc Company Mine No. 1 (Deer Park Mine)
Statistics for Selected Years between 1901 and 1920
YEAR
1901
1902
1905
1908
1910
1915
1916
1920

PRODUCTIONb
3,225
25,890
77,558
58,435
90,687
71,323
59,657
43,983

SHIPPING MINE
RANKc
n/ae
12 of 13
2 of 18
11 of 16
9 of 15
8 of 12
7 of 11
5 of 8

OVERALL
RANKd
n/ae
13 of 35
2 of 45
12 of 38
10 of 33
9 of 33
8 of 35
6 of 36

DAYS ACTIVE
OPERATION
195
236
301
305
304
264
167
255

EMPLOYEES
35
62
161
160
195
130
185
65

a

Data from the Annual Coal Report of Illinois for the years indicated. In general, statistics are listed at a
five-year interval with other years added when either mine-related events of possible significance are
indicated by other data sources or world and national events of great consequence are known to have
occurred.

b

Tons of coal produced.

c

Rank among shipping coal mines in La Salle County, Illinois.

d

Rank among all coal mines—shipping and local—in La Salle County, Illinois.

e

As this was the year the mine began operating, production figures are only for a limited amount of days;
assignment of a rank would be misleading.
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All of the mining at the Deer Park Mine was done by hand, using the longwall method.
Mining machines were never introduced, nor was the underground haulage ever
mechanized. Mules provided the motive power underground for the duration of the
mine’s operation.
United States Geological Survey topographic maps published in 1911 and 1913 illustrate
portion of the Deer Park Mine’s surface including three buildings on the east bank, the
coal bridge across the Vermilion, and a gob pile and a rail spur for the shipping tipple on
the west bank (see Figures 9 and 10). The surface complex is better illustrated by the
historic mine map, details of which have been attached as Figures 11 and 12. The mine
map shows two distinct groups of support buildings on the east bank, which are clustered
around separate slope entrances labeled “Entry B” and “Entry C.” Entry B represented
the main entrance to the mine and was aligned to the coal bridge. Buildings/structures
located here included the mine office, another office, a powerhouse, a water tank, a
powder house—all of which were detached from one another—and a row of connected
buildings the map indicates as being made up of a miner’s cabin, a hay and straw shed, a
corn crib, and a stable. A dwelling house, which possibly is same residence illustrated by
the 1892 atlas, is depicted farther upslope adjacent to the road accessing the mine. A fan
house, water tank, and magazine also are illustrated on the slopes above Entry B. Entry
C was located a short distance upstream from Entry B and had fewer support buildings
grouped clustered around it than the latter. Unfortunately, the label on the largest of
these buildings cannot be read from the map. The other buildings shown around Entry C
are an office, tool house, and stable. An “incline” is shown running northwest from Entry
C to the coal bridge. Another feature of note shown on the map is “Reynolds Suspension
Bridge” across the Vermilion. The east end of the suspension bridge was located near
Entry C. It no doubt saw regular use by mine employees who resided on the west bank of
the river.
Several excellent historic photographs of the Deer Park Mine are known to exist. One of
these is a view of the surface complex around Entry B (see Figure 13). The other two are
of the coal bridge, and on these shows the shipping tipple quite well (see Figures 14 and
15).
Although the Annual Coal Report regularly reported on improvements to coal mines prior
to 1918, the only such reference found in regard to the Deer Park Mine comes from the
1916 report which notes, “A mine rescue car seven feet six inches long, two feet eight
inches wide, thirty-two high, fitted up with first aid equipment, has been installed at Mine
No. 1 Deer Park” (State Mining Bureau 1916:114-115). This suggests that the surface
complex of the mine either saw relatively little change over time, or that the district
inspector of mines was less than comprehensive in his reporting on such improvements.
Ironically, the Deer Park Mine is best known not for its industrial history but rather in
regard to its role in the notorious Black Hollow Murders. On May 29, 1913 two
buggies—each with a driver and guard—set out from the offices Illinois Zinc Company
in Peru with the payroll for the mine, estimated at $6,000. After crossing the Vermilion
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River northwest of the mine, the payroll officers were ambushed by group of men armed
with shotguns. The robbers opened fire without warning, instantly killing Ben Dierks
and fatally wounding Elmore West. The two remaining men—F. D. Richmond and
Henry Oesterle—also were wounded in the fullisade but not seriously enough to prevent
them from spurring their teams down the road towards the mine and out of harm’s way.
None of the payroll was lost. The attempted robbery and murder of Dierks and West
created a sensation, and the case remained in the headlines for months afterward (see
Figure 17). Four men ultimately were arrested, tried, and convicted for the crime. A fifth
suspect was never captured (Oglesby Historical Society 2002:9-10; Barrow 1985:126).
The Deer Park Mine appears to have begun to be called the Black Hollow Mine (at least
informally) by middle-to-late 1910s. Although the Annual Coal Report never references
the property by that title, it is referred to as such in two separate geological reports
prepared in 1915 and 1916 (Cady 1915:63; St. Clair 1920:plate VI) (see Figure 18).
Several of the historic photographs of the mine also are labeled “Black Hollow.” The
change in name likely coincided with the hamlet of Deer Park Glen being renamed Black
Hollow. Local residents today still call the mine by this name.
Sources vary as to the exact date the Deer Park Mine ceased operations, though they all
indicate it having taken place between 1920 and 1922. A directory of coal mines in La
Salle County published by the ISGS in 2003 states that the mine closed in 1922. This
matches a recent history of Oglesby, which states that the mine “was completely mined
out and closed in 1922” (Oglesby Historical Society 2002:8). However, an updated
directory of La Salle County mines prepared in 2007 indicates that the last reported
production for the mine was in December 1920. Oddly, the quadrangle map attached to
the directory suggests that the mine briefly reopened in 1926, using Entry C as the main
slope entrance, but nothing is said in this regard in the accompanying text (see Figure
17). Total production at the Deer Park Mine over its two decades of operation was
1,176,131 tons (Meyers 2007:11).
The Illinois Zinc Company had purchased a pre-existing mine in Peru proper (designated
Illinois Zinc Company Mine No. 3) in the early 1910s, so the business remained selfsufficient in coal even after the closure of its Deer Park Mine. The company continued to
operate its Peru mine until 1946. Its zinc plant was shuttered around this same time
(Myers 2007; Illinois Department of Public Health).
The Illinois Clay Products Company operated a clay and coal mine directly south of the
Deer Park Mine between 1914 and 1924. The upper Illinois River Valley has abundant
deposits of high-quality clay, and these resources have been exploited for commercial
production since the 1830s, beginning with pottery and brick and later drain tile. In 1923,
La Salle County had second largest clay industry in the state, with ten mines in operation,
294,003 tons produced, and 230 people employed (Illinois Department of Mines and
Mineral 1923:298-299). Coal and clay seams adjoin one another in La Salle County, and
both resources commonly were exposed through the course of mining activity. If the coal
encountered in a clay mine was of sufficient quality and quantity it too would be mined
for commercial sale or at least use by the mine itself. Such appears to have been the case
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of the Illinois Clay Mine Products Company Mine in Oglesby. Relatively little is known
about the history of this mine outside of what is presented in the Annual Coal Report.
The mine is first mentioned in the 1914 report, which lists it under “New Mines” in La
Salle County and notes Oglesby as its post office. Unfortunately, the “Improvements”
section of the report provides no information on the character of the mine’s
development—an omission that continued in later reports (Illinois State Mining Board
1914:139). Coal production at the mine was modest—averaging 1,000 to 2,000 tons per
year—and mostly consumed at the mine itself, for power and heating purposes. Statistics
for 1916 are typical: 1,112 tons of coal produced, 1,003 tons of which was consumed or
wasted at the mine. The residual was sold locally (Illinois State Mining Board 1915:112113, 1916:118-119). Total coal production reported at the mine over ten years of
operation was only 14,979 tons (Myers 2007:31). This was all mined by hand from the
Colchester and Herrin coal seams (see Figures 18 and 19). Clay, not coal, was the
primary product of the mine. Statistics on the clay mining did not begin to be reported in
the Annual Coal Report until the early 1920s, so we have no data prior to that. In 1923,
the Illinois Clay Products Mine reported 60,990 tons of clay produced over 315 days of
operation. The mining was done underground, being approached by means of 500’-long
tunnel. Fifty-six individuals were employed that year. All of the clay from at the mine
was used for the manufacture of refractory brick (Illinois Department of Mines and
Minerals 1923:292-293). The Illinois Clay Products Company advertised itself locally as
“Shippers of Deer Park Fire Clay” (see Figure 20). Myers (2007:31) indicates that O. L.
Jones operated the mine briefly in 1922-1923 but that management reverted back to
Illinois Clay Products Company before the mine’s closure in 1924.
The historic mine map for the Deer Park Mine also shows the underground workings and
surface plant of the adjoining Illinois Clay Products Mine. Three buildings are illustrated
at the clay mine: a small office building, an engine house, and a large structure identified
as a crusher. The location of an air shaft also is identified (see Figure 21). This map
shows no rail lines directly servicing the clay mine, which suggests that the clay was
hauled away by truck. The crusher referenced on the map have been used for processing
the raw clay. The mine map also makes reference to “Reynolds’ Entry to Clay” in the
bluff slope immediately northwest of the Illinois Clay Products Mine. This represents an
earlier effort at clay mining carried out by the Reynolds’ family—the same family
responsible for constructing the suspension bridge previously discussed. Nothing is
known about the dates of operation or production for Reynolds’ clay mine.
One feature not illustrated by the historic mine map is a “red tower” that local residents
remember as having been used to transport clay from the mine across the Vermilion
River (Evilyn Moyle, pers. comm, 6 July 2009). The character of this tower and its
method of operation are not known, though it possibly employed a cable system for
moving the clay (and coal?).
We have no evidence of the Illinois Clay Products Company ever having actually
manufactured brick or other clay products in Oglesby. Web-based searches on the
company found limited information other references to it formerly having several other
facilities in northeastern Illinois at Coal City (Grundy County) and Joliet (Will County).
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Following their abandonment, the surface complexes associated with the Deer Park Mine
and Illinois Clay Products Mine appear to have gone swiftly into decay, if not being
dismantled. The 1929 atlas of La Salle County makes no reference to either mine site,
though one building is illustrated at the Deer Park Mine Site. The coal bridge is not
illustrated by this source, nor is Reynolds suspension bridge (see Figure 22 and 23). A
series of photographs taken during the construction of present-day Ed Hand Highway in
1938 reinforces the impression of rapid decay and/or dismantlement at the two mine sites.
Originally referred to as the “East-West Highway,” Ed Hand Highway this route replaced
the old road between Oglesby and Deer Park. In contrast to the old road, however, the
highway would have a bridge crossing over the Vermilion. The photographs confirm that
the coal bridge and suspension bridges had been removed by this time. No buildings
shown at the Deer Park Mine, though certain landscape features associated with mine are
evident (see Figures 25 through 28). The most prominent of these landscape features is
the mine’s god pile, which would tower over the site for decades afterward (see Figure
29).
Local resident John Piano states that there was an entrance to the Deer Park Mine on the
south (or east) side of Ed Hand Highway Bridge when remained open and accessible as
late as the 1980s. This entrance was filled in during the course of construction work on
the highway (John Piano, pers. comm., 28 June 2009).
The Illinois Clay Products Mine Site and much of the Deer Mine Site presently lie within
the boundaries of Matthiessen State Park. The park originally was developed as a private
recreation area in the late nineteenth century by zinc manufacturer Frederick Matthiessen,
who called it “Deer Park.”
Previously Reported Sites: None known.
Previous Surveys: No previous surveys by professional archaeologists are known to have been
conducted in the project area. However, the area was extensively surveyed in 2002 by
John Piano and John Tyree, two local residents and history enthusiasts. Piano and Tyree
took digital photographs of the ruins at the two mine sites and prepared a sketch map of
the sites (see Figure 30). They also documented an isolated grave dating from 1857
during their survey (see Figure 31). The grave was not visited as part of the current
investigations on account of the fact that its exact location was not known until after the
fieldwork component of the project was completed. Piano and Tyree had kept knowledge
of its location to themselves in order to keep it from being disturbed. Piano later was
contacted by phone and interviewed regarding the gravesite. He described it as being
located on the bluff top on the east bank of the river and northwest of Ed Hand Highway,
well outside the limits of the Deer Park Mine Site (John Piano, pers. comm., 28 June
2009).2 Records from Piano and Tyree’s survey are on file in the Oglesby Historical
Society collections at the Oglesby Public Library.
Regional Archaeologist Contacted: No regional archaeologist was contacted.
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Investigation Techniques: A pedestrian survey was conducted for the entire area over which
the mine’s surface complex extended. Aboveground structural remains were documented
through digital images and scaled line drawings of selected resources. Documentary
research was conducted at a number of repositories, most notably the Oglesby Public
Library, which houses the collections of the Oglesby Historical Society. The historical
society’s collections are extensive, well organized, and contain a wealth of information
about the coal mines in Oglesby. Photographs, newspaper clippings, and other materials
related to the Deer Park Mine are filed in Drawer 3, Folder 3 under the title “Black
Hollow Mine Clippings File.” Society member Evelyn Moyle provided invaluable
assistance in using the collections and is owed our gratitude. Documentary research also
was conducted at the Illinois State Archives and Southern Illinois University,
Edwardsville in order to locate any historic maps illustrating the surface complex at the
mines and to obtain specific mine improvement and coal production data contained in the
Annual Coal Reports. John Piano also was questioned regarding his knowledge of the
two mine sites.
Time Expended: 11 man-hours (in field).
Sites/Features Found: The survey identified a variety of structural and landscape features
associated with the Illinois Zinc Company Mine No. 1 (Deer Park Mine; 11LS1074) and
the Illinois Clay Products Mine (11LS1073). The limits of these sites and the locations of
features documented within them are illustrated on the site plan attached as Figure 33.
Digital images and line drawings provide more detailed documentation of individual
features. Landscape features such as artificial terraces, access roads, and gob piles were
not numbered. Features 1 through 8 are associated with the Deer Park Mine, while
Features 9 through 12 are related to the Illinois Clay Products Mine.
Feature 1 is located in the floodplain on the west bank of the Vermilion River and
consists of six concrete footings arranged in two rows of three running northeast by
southwest (see Figures 34 through 36) The footings have battered (sloped) sides and
measure 4’ square on the their top surface and approximately 5’ square at grade. Each
footing has an 8”-square notch in its top surface, which appears to have been intended to
accommodate an upright support post. Feature 1 is believed to represent the footings for
the tramway in question. They appear in the historic photograph attached as Figure 14.
Based on the distance between the post supports, the tramway minimally measured 11’ to
12’ wide. The site of the tipple itself is covered with overburden.
Feature 2 is a set of concrete abutments associated with a bridge formerly spanning the
Vermilion River (see Figures 37 through 43). One concrete abutment is located on the
east bank, while two are located on the west bank. The span was designed carry coal
over the river by means of a narrow-gauge rail line and was aligned on axis with main
slope entrance to the mine (on the east) and the shipping tipple (on the west). The bridge
abutments have battered sides and have 12” thick concrete cap. Each abutment has two
tie-rods on their top surface. These rods are 9’-8” on-center and are suspected to have
secured the stringers for the bridge. The two abutments on the west side of the river

9

come to the point on their southern, or upstream side, and the point is covered with steel
plate. This presumably was done to protect the abutments and allow water to flow
around them during floods, which are common in the narrow bottomland on which they
are situated. The abutments are illustrated on the mine map and historic photographs
attached as Figures 12 and 14.
Feature 3 is a deep ravine that extends eastward from the east end of the railroad bridge
discussed as Feature 2. The ravine is littered with concrete slabs and fragments, as well
as large wood beams some of which are set upright and apparently in-situ. Largediameter drain tile also are present. The ravine appears to occupy the same location as
the main slope entrance illustrated on the historic mine map. This fact, coupled with the
character of the materials found within it, suggests that Feature 3 represents the collapsed
slope entrance to the mine. The uptight timbers mentioned are suspected to be remnants
of wall cribbing. The western end of the slope entrance may have had its walls and
ceiling formed up with concrete, as suggested by concrete fragments found here. This
end of the slope would have been the most susceptible to erosion and water infiltration,
and hence would have merited a more substantial method of construction, whereas timber
cribbing would have been adequate deeper underground.3
Feature 4 is located on a small terrace on the bluffs on the east side of the river. It
consists of a concrete-walled trench which has 12”-thick sidewalls, measures
approximately 42’ long, and is at least 7’ wide on its interior. Determining an exact
interior width is difficult to determine due to the collapse of the northern wall of the
trench. A brick footing is located along the south side of the feature, near its eastern end.
The footing measures approximately 3’x7’ and encases six threaded tie-rods. The
historic mine map places a fan house in this area, and Feature 4 is believed to represent
the remains of this structure. The brick footing described likely served a mount for the
fan engine (see Figures 44 and 45).
Feature 5 is located on a terrace located directly upslope from (and north) of the one on
which Feature 4 lies. Feature 5 consists of a group of ten concrete footings arranged in
four rows and forming a circular pattern measuring 14’-6” to 14’-8” in diameter. The
footings are 2’ square, are set low to the ground, and set 2’ to 2’-4” apart from one
another. Extending through their top surface are two pieces of flat steel (2-½” wide) with
a bolt running between them. A 4”-diameter galvanized steel pipe extends into the
ground in the center of the feature. The historic mine map illustrates a water tank in this
area, and Feature 5 would appear to represent the support footings for this tank, which
possibly stood on wood legs secured in place by the steel straps mentioned (see Figures
46 and 47).
Feature 6 is located on the east side of Ed Hand Highway, on an irregular terrace above
the Vermilion River. The feature is a shallow, water-filled depression with a rectangular
concrete pier in its middle. The concrete pier has threaded tie-rods protruding through its
3

Mohn’s Mine in Bartonville (Peoria County), Illinois also employed concrete on the walls and ceiling of its slope
entrance. This mine was documented by Fever River Research for the Illinois Department of Natural Resources in
2001 (Stratton and Mansberger 2001).
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top surface, which suggests that it formerly served as some type of engine mount.
Feature 6 is located near the mouth of slope entry “C” to Deer Park Mine. Its exact use is
not clear (see Figures 49 and 50).
Feature 7 is a concrete perimeter foundation for small building built on top an earthen
berm overlooking the Vermilion. The foundations are 6” thick and measure 8’x10’.
There was a useable basement, which was accessed at grade on the north side of the
building. This doorway faced onto a roadbed running along the base of the bluffs. The
presence of sill bolts in the foundations indicates that the building was of frame
construction. The historic mine map shows several buildings in this general vicinity—
including an office, stable, and tool house—but none of them exactly overlays location of
Feature 7, making it difficult to ascertain its historic function (see Figures 51 and 52).
Feature 8 is a set of paired steel cables eroding out of the riverbank below Feature 7.
These cables are believed to be associated with the suspension bridge that formerly
crossed the Vermilion at this location. This span appears on the historic mine map,
which labels it as “Reynold’s Suspension Bridge.” It perhaps was built by George M.
Reynold, whose residence is illustrated northeast of the Deer Park Mine on the same map.
The 1938 aerial photograph of the area suggests that the suspension bridge had been
removed by that date. An identical set of cables were found on the opposite bank as well,
which suggests that the cables simply were cut from their moorings and allowed to sink
into the river. Another suspension bridge is known to have been located upstream from
this and allowed pedestrian access to the Deer Park recreational area (see Figures 54 and
55). A third suspension bridge was located farther yet upstream, opposite the site of the
Marquette Cement Company. This span, which locals referred to as a “swinging bridge,”
was used to transported coal across the Vermilion River from Dawson’s Slope Mine,
which operated during the period (Barron 1973; Evilyn Moyle, pers. comm., 6 July
2009).
Feature 9 is a brick-walled boiler chamber and is located on a small terrace at the mouth
of one of the two ravines in which the Illinois Clay Products Mine operated. It is perched
on the edge of narrow stream issuing out of the ravine in question. The boiler chamber
measures 24’-1” (north/south) by 10’-5” (east/west), stands 7’-5” above grade, and has
thick walls built with refractory brick laid four courses wide. The bricks measure 2½”x4-½”x8” and have no obvious manufacture’s mark. The chamber is suspected to
have accommodated a large tubular boiler. The boiler is no longer present, though a 5’long section of riveted steel lying outside the chamber may be part of it. A steel pipe—
used for steam or water—sticks out of the ground at the south end of the chamber. There
are two 4”x7” pockets on the exterior of east wall of the chamber, which appear to have
accommodated support beams of some kind (see Figures 56 through 63).
Feature 10 is a collection of interrelated concrete building remains lying directly north
and east of Feature 9. Most of these remains are located at the base of the cut bank
bordering the same terrace on which Feature 9 stands, although some are located on the
hillside directly above it (see Figures 64 through 68). The structural remains comprising
Feature 10 appear to be part of the same building complex, most likely the “crusher”
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shown here on the historic mine map. If so, Feature 9 likely was associated with the
crusher as well, providing the steam for an engine powering it. The crusher possibly was
used to process raw clay from the mine prior to shipment.
Feature 11 is located on the bluffslope above Feature 10 and consists of two concrete
footings and a concrete foundation wall (see Figure 69). The historic mine map
illustrates an engine house in this approximate location. Feature 11 may represent the
remains of the engine house.
Feature 12 is a riveted steel pipe located near the head of a ravine at the far eastern end of
the survey area. The pipe measures 3’-6” to 3’-8” in diameter and consists of two distinct
sections, one of which extends into the ground and remains in situ and the other which is
broken off and lies crushed at the bottom on the ravine (see Figures 73 and 74). The
dislocated section measures about 21’long, which means that prior to its collapse the pipe
would have extended to the top of the adjoining ridge. Feature 11 is believed to be the
upper part an air shaft that is illustrated in this area on the historic mine map. Air shafts
at mines commonly served as escapements, and this quite possibly was the case with
Feature 11. There is angle iron welded onto the interior of the pipe whose spacing is
appropriate for a ladder. It is possible that Feature 11 originally was buried for nearly all
of its height, and that erosion eventually exposed the upper section, ultimately resulting
in its collapse (or dismantlement).
Landscape Features: A number of landscape of features related to mining activity were
identified during the survey. Remnants of the Deer Park Mine’s gob pile are still present
on the west bank of the river, though the pile’s height is much reduced from what it was
historically. The abandoned grade of the railroad formerly servicing the mine’s shipping
tipple also is readily evident to either side of Ed Hand Highway.
On the east bank of the river there are apparent mine tailings extending along the
riverbank to the northwest of Features 3. The bluffs here push right up to the river itself,
and a number of manmade terraces are evident. These terraces were created to
accommodate various mine buildings and roadways. One of these roadways runs
between Features 6 and 9, paralleling the river. Another old roadbed is present east of
and paralleling Ed Hand Highway. The latter road appears on the historic mine map
running to the mine and is labeled “Road to Deer Park.”
The two ravines on the eastern end of the survey area exhibit considerable ground
disturbance, which may have been related to surface mining of clay deposits by the
Illinois Clay Products Company. A steep cut bank is present on the north side of the
northern of these ravines and apparent open cuts are present on the southern ravine. Also
in this area are a number of surface depressions, which were identified as potential shafts
during the initial survey conducted by the Abandoned Mined Lands Division. Overlays
of the historic mine map on the modern topographic maps, however, do not establish any
shafts in the areas in question.
Cultural Material: None collected.
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Collection Technique: The field investigation was focused on the documentation of structural
remains, rather than the collection of artifacts.
Curated at: Short-term curation of notes and drawings is at Fever River Research, Springfield.
Long-term curation is at the Illinois State Museum Research and Collections Center,
Springfield.
Area Surveyed (acres and square meters): Approximately 56 acres (219,542 square meters).

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located no archaeological material [in this portion of
the site]; project clearance is recommended.
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located archaeological materials; site(s) does(do) not
meet requirements for National Register eligibility; project clearance is recommended.
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located archaeological materials; site(s) may meet
requirements for National Register eligibility; further testing is recommended.
Phase II archaeological investigation has indicated that site(s) does(do) not meet requirements
for National Register eligibility; project clearance is recommended.
Phase II archaeological investigation has indicated that site(s) meet requirements for National
Register eligibility; formal report is pending and a determination of eligibility is
recommended.
Comments: As with all historical properties assessed within the context of cultural resources
management, the value of the Deer Park Mine and Illinois Clay Products mine sites and
their individual structural components ultimately is determined by their eligibility for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Eligibility to the National Register is
based on four broad criteria that are defined by the National Park Service and used to
guide the evaluation process. These criteria state that
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology,
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects
that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and
A) that are associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or
B) that are associated with the lives of persons significant to our past; or
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C) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in
prehistory or history (36CFR60.4 Criteria for Evaluation).
A property may quality under one or more the above criteria, provided: 1) that it is
historically significant, through its association with an important historic context; 2) it
retains the historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its significance; and, in
the case of archaeological sites, 3) it offers information that can answer relevant research
questions and fill in gaps in the historical record. Abandoned coal mine sites represent an
atypical category of cultural resource. In order to better assess the significance of these
properties, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has sponsored “Pick, Shovel,
Wedge, and Sledge”: A Historical Context for Evaluating Coal Mining Resources in
Illinois (Mansberger and Stratton 2005). This report provides the basis by which the
National Register criteria can be applied to coal mine sites in Illinois.
La Salle County, where the two coal mines documented are located, was an important
center for coal production in Illinois from the middle nineteenth century into the early
twentieth century. Blessed with large coal reserves, the county enjoyed the added
advantage of having an extensive rail network, which created an immediate demand for
coal (i.e., steam-powered locomotives) and allowed for the easy shipment of the fuel to
points in all directions. Coal also was shipped by water, via the Illinois River and the
Illinois and Michigan Canal. Local manufacturing—once extensive in the cities of La
Salle, Peru, Ottawa, and Streator—also consumed vast amounts of the fuel. As elsewhere
in Illinois, coal production in La Salle County began to drop in the 1920s and went into
further decline in the 1930s, following the onset of the Great Depression. Strip mining,
which was introduced in the county in the 1930s, persisted up to circa 1960.
The Deer Park Mine operated between 1901 and 1922 and was what Mansberger and
Stratton (2005:205) have characterized as a Steam-Powered, Hand-Operated mine. It
was a shipping mine, meaning its coal primarily was by railroad. The Deer Park Mine
had a single customer: the Illinois Zinc Company, its owner, which used the fuel at its
plant in Peru. Such vertical integration in industry was not unusual for the period in
which the Deer Park Mine was developed, and it illustrates the scale of zinc production in
La Salle-Peru during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Like many coal
mines in Illinois, the Deer Park Mine contributed to the growth and development of the
community to which it was tied, providing employment for dozens of miners in the
Oglesby area during its two decades of operation. Even so, it was not nearly so
prominent as the much larger and more long-lived Bent Mine, around which Oglesby had
initially had coalesced.
The Illinois Clay Products Mine operated during the 1914-1924 and primarily shipped
clay for the production of refractory brick. Coal, while mined, represented a subsidiary
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concern at the mine, being used mostly as fuel on site and some sold locally. Clay
mining was an important industry in the upper Illinois River Valley during this period,
particularly in La Salle County. Very little is known about the history of the Illinois Clay
Products Mine, however. In contrast Oglesby’s coal mines and cement plants, the clay
mine seems to have left little imprint on the community.
Table 2 below provides a guideline for evaluating the National Register eligibility for
abandoned coal mines under Criterion D (archaeology). The placement of the Deer Park
Mine and Illinois Clay Products Mine within this subject is shown in comparison to other
abandoned coal mines previously evaluated by Fever River Research. The chart is
predicated upon the assertion that archaeological integrity alone does not make a mine
site eligible to the National Register under Criterion D. In addition to having integrity, a
property must also provide important information not otherwise obtained by other
sources. National Register eligibility increases in proportion to integrity and ability to fill
relevant data gaps.
Table 2
National Register Assessment Chart for Mines
Evaluated under Criterion D

The Deer Park Mine occupied a very challenging setting for a mining operation, being
located in a narrow river valley bordered by steep bluffs and having a substantial river
separating the mine proper from its shipping tipple. The terrain was formidable and
helped shape the character of the mine’s surface plant. The engineers responsible for
designing the Deer Park Mine had to yield to geography more so than if they had
developed a mine in a different setting. Buildings on the east bank of the Vermilion were
concentrated on the narrow terrace at the base of the bluffs and along the ravine
bordering the main slope entry. Roadways connecting the various buildings associated
with surface plant also had to conform top the terrain. Two other slope mines previously
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documented by Fever River Research for IDNR—Mohn’s Mine (Peoria County) and the
Manhattan Mine (Tazewell County)—faced similar challenges and were forced to
accommodate the surrounding terrain, though neither had the added burden of having to
cross a river to get coal from mine to tipple as the Deer Park Mine did (Stratton 2001;
Yingst and Stratton 2006).
Although a number of structural and landscape features associated with the Deer Park
Mine remain, the site has poor integrity overall. A large percentage of the site was
destroyed or covered over when the Ed Hand Highway and Bridge were constructed in
the late 1930s. The structural features that do remain are not individually distinctive; nor
do they add significantly to our understanding of the mine site, as its layout and
composition are well understood through historic maps and photographs.
Due to its more remote relocation, the Illinois Clay Products Mine has not suffered the
degree of destruction that the Deer Park Mine has. Even so, the site has deteriorated
significantly since its abandonment. With the exceptions of the boiler chamber (Feature
9) and air shaft (Feature 12), the surface features at the site have poor integrity. Indeed,
interpretation of Features 10 and 11 would be very difficult without the historic mine
map. This map represents our sole documentary source detailing the structure of the
mine’s surface complex; yet, it appears to illustrate the full extent of the historic complex.
The archaeological remains documented do not further enhance our understanding of the
mine’s structure or provide significant date regarding its operations.
Neither of the mine sites identified in the project area are considered National Register
eligible under any of the prescribed criteria. We recommend clearance of the proposed
undertaking.
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DEER PARK MINE
SURVEY LIMITS

Figure 1. Detail of the United States Geological Survey’s La Salle,, Illinois 7.5-minute
Topographic Quadrangle Map, showing the location and limits of the Deer Park Mine
Survey (USGS 1993).
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Figure 2. A portion of the Illinois State Geological Survey (ISGS) coal mine map for La
Salle County showing the concentration of historical mining activity along both sides of the
Illinois River trench in the vicinity of Oglesby. The adjoining cities of La Salle and Peru
appear at the top of the map, while Oglesby is at right center. Note the rail network in the
area, which is included within northern Illinois’ Longwall Mining District. The
underground workings of the Illinois Zinc Company’s Deer Park Mine (Index No. 9) and
the Illinois Clay Products Mine (Index No. 2684) are indicated (Elrick et al 2005).
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Figure 3. An 1892 plat of Eden Township, La Salle County showing the Oglesby vicinity
and location of project area (circled in red). This plat pre-dates the opening of the Deer
Park Mine by nine years. Several other coal mines already had been established around
Oglesby by this date, however, by the Illinois Valley Coal Company and the Oglesby Coal
Company. These mines were located adjacent to the Illinois Central Railroad (Alden, Ogle,
and Company 1892).
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Figure 4. Detail of the 1892 plat illustrated in the previous figure. This image shows the
nascient community of Ogelsby in more detail. Note the clusters of housing around the coal
shafts on the north side of the community. No structures are illustrated on the future site
of the Deer Park Mine. Note the presence of Deer Park Station (a railroad stop) and Deer
Park Glen Post Office to the south of the mine site (Alden, Ogle, and Company 1892).
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Figure 5. Detail of an 1892 plat of Deer Park Township with project area circled. Deer
Park Canyon, shown a short distance southeast of the mine site, was a local attraction even
at this date and served as the centerpiece of a private park that eventually was purchased
by the State of Illinois and renamed Matthiessen State Park (Alden, Ogle, and Company
1892).

24

Figure 6. Early-twentieth-century postcard views of the Oglesby Coal Company Mine
(TOP) and La Salle Carbon Coal Company Mine No. 1. These operations pre-dated the
Deer Park Mine by a generation and were large producers in the region. They provided
the early industrial base around which the present-day community of Oglesby coalesced.
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Figure 7. A 1911 Sanborn map illustrating the top works associated with Oglesby Coal
Company’s Mine No. 1. This shipping mine was located on the north side of town and was
serviced both by the Illinois Central Railroad and the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul
Railroad. It was a larger producer than the Deer Park Mine and unlike the latter was
located on level ground, allowing for a more compact, regular layout of its surface complex.
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Figure 8. View of the Illinois Zinc Works in Peru, Illinois. Founded in 1870, this company was responsible for the
development of the Deer Park Mine, which was started for the express purpose of supplying fuel for the company’s Peru plant.
This photograph probably was taken around the turn of the twentieth century (Photograph Courtesy of the Oglesby Historical
Society).
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Figure 9. Detail of a 1911 United States Geological Survey topographic map (15-minute
series) showing the Oglesby vicinity and located of the Deer Park Mine (circled in red). By
this date, Oglesby had developed into a substantial-sized town, helped in large measure by
the employment offered by the local coal mines as well by its recently developed Portland
cement industry (USGS 1911).
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Figure 10. Details of a 1913 United States Geological Survey topographic map (15-minute
series) showing the area around Deer Park. This topographic map is based on the same
survey as the 1911 map in the previous figure. Although this source does not illustrate the
surface complex of the Deer Park Mine in its entirety, it does show a number of minerelated buildings and features at the site, as labeled on the lower figure.
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Figure 11. Portion of the mine map for the Deer Park Mine (Illinois Zinc Company Mine
No. 1) showing underground workings and surface complex. The surface complex of the
mine can be seen at left center. The adjacent clay mine operated by Illinois Clay Products
appears at lower right (Illinois Zinc Company n.d.).
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Figure 12. Detail of the previous figure showing the surface complex of the Deer Park
Mine. The shipping tipple for the mine appears at the lower left of this view, being located
on the west bank of the Vermilion River. A bridge connects the tipple to the main surface
complex on the opposite bank, which is clustered around Entry “B”—the main slope
entrance to the mine. Another slope entrance, labeled as “Entry C”, lies to the southeast of
this and has its own set of surface support structures surrounding it. The map also shows a
second span across the river, which is identified as “Reynolds’ Suspension Bridge”—
presumably in reference to local landowner George M. Reynolds. Also of interest is the
notation for “Reynolds Entry to Clay”, immediately south of Entry C (Illinois Zinc
Company n.d.).
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Figure 13. Undated photograph of the Deer Park Mine’s surface complex, showing some of the buildings clustered around
main slope entrance to the mine. The building in the foreground is the mine office. Behind the office are the powerhouse and
a water tank. The trestle running between the slope entrance and bridge appears are left. Note the pit cars waiting on the
tracks (Photograph courtesy of Oglesby Historical Society).
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Figure 14. Undated photograph of the “Black Hollow Bridge,” looking south across the Vermilion. This span connected the
Deer Park Mine with its shipping tipple on the opposite bank. The tipple appears in the background at right. It lay adjacent
to the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad, which shipped the mine’s coal into the Illinois Zinc Company’s plant in
Peru. The concrete abutments of this bridge still survive and are discussed as Feature 2.
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Figure 15. Undated photograph of the bridge at the Deer Park Mine, showing the double
track on the bridge deck and lined-up pit cars. This image would have been taken from the
western end of the span, near the tipple. Buildings associated with the main surface
complex on the opposite bank appear in the background. The man shown is carrying an
essential part of any coal miner’s gear: his meal bucket (Photograph courtesy of Oglesby
Historical Society).
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Figure 16. The Deer Park Mine became a news sensation in 1913 when a group of bandits
attempted to steal its payroll while in transit from Peru. Although the robbery attempt
failed, two Illinois Zinc Company personnel were killed and two others wounded. The
incident remained in the headlines for months afterward as the perpetrators were captured
and brought to trial (Oglesby Historical Society Drawer 3, File 3, La Salle Daily Tribune 29
May 1913, p.1).
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Figure 17. Map from a 1916 geological study showing test boring locations conducted in
the vicinity of the Oglesby Coal Company Mine and Illinois Zinc Company Mine No. 1
(referenced here as the Black Hollow Mine) (St. Clair 1920).
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Figure 18. Detail of ISGS mine map for La Salle, showing the extent of underground coal
mining associated with Illinois Zinc Company Mine No. 1 (Deer Park Mine) within the
Colchester coal seam. The mine is assigned ISGS index No. 9. The extent of workings by
the Illinois Clay Products Mine (ISGS index No. 2684) in this seam also is indicated (Myers
2007).

Figure 19. Detail of ISGS mine map for La Salle, showing the extent of underground coal
mining associated the Illinois Clay Products Mine within the Herrin coal seam. The
location of the Reynolds Clay Mine, an earlier generation mine also is noted (Myers 2007).
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Figure 20. Undated advertisement for the Illinois Clay Products Company (Oglesby
Historical Society, Drawer 7, Folder 8, Item 2).
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Figure 21. Detail of the historic mine map showing the area where the surface complex of the Illinois Clay Products Mine was
located. Several buildings are illustrated including an office, crusher, and engine house (circled at left) and an air shaft
(circled at right). The southern extent of the Deer Park Mine is shown at upper right (Illinois Zinc Company n.d).
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Figure 22. Detail of a 1929 plat map of Eden Township showing the Oglesby vicinity,
which project area circled. The Deer Park Mine had closed seven years prior to this
publication. No structures are shown at the site on the map. Several other coal mines still
remained in operation in Oglesby at this date, including those run by the Oglesby Coal
Company and the La Salle County Carbon Coal Company, but these would close as well
within the next decade. Also of note on the map are the Leigh Portland Cement and
Marquette Cement factories on the east side of Oglesby. Deer Park Station apparently had
been renamed “Black Hollow” by this date.
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Figure 23. Detail of a 1929 plat of Deer Park Township, with project area circled. The
map illustrates one building at the mine site (Brock and Company 1929).
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Figure 24. A 1938 aerial photograph showing the Deer Park Mine area. Although the coal
mine had closed sixteen years before this image was taken, the impact of coal mining
activity was still readily evident on the landscape. The large swath of barren ground on the
south bank of the river delineates the gob pile and tailings fanning out from the where the
tipple was located. On the opposite side of the river, the site of the main surface complex is
marked by a system of roads and by clearings. No buildings can be discerned at the
abandoned mine from this image, however, and most if not all of the buildings at the site
may have been removed by this date. The railroad and suspension bridges shown on the
mine map also appear to have been dismantled by this time (USDA 1938).
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Figure 25. One of a series of photographs taken during the construction of present-day Ed
Hand Highway in 1938. This is a view of the site of the future bridge over the Vermilion
River, looking toward the east bank. Note the extensive grading required for the bridge
approach. This grading work cut through the center of the Deer Park Mine. No mine
buildings are shown. However, the old road leading to the mine can be discerned wrapping
around the front of the bridge approach (Photograph Courtesy of the Oglesby Historical
Society).

43

Figure 26. View of the Ed Hand Highway bridge crossing in 1938, looking southwest from
the bluffs on the east bank. The framework for the overpass spanning the Chicago,
Burlington, and Quincy Railroad can be made out in the distance (Photograph Courtesy of
the Oglesby Historical Society).
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Figure 27. View of the completed overpass on Ed Hand Highway spanning the Chicago,
Burlington, and Quincy Railroad, circa 1940. The shipping tipple for the Deer Park Mine
would have been located this side of the highway at left. The bare ground in the
foreground is mine tailings (Photograph Courtesy of the Oglesby Historical Society).
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Figure 28. Aerial view of the Ed Hand Highway Bridge taken not long after its completion,
looking east. The Deer Park Mine’s gob pile appears in the foreground. Note the route of
the railroad past the abandoned mine site (Photograph Courtesy of the Oglesby Historical
Society).
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Figure 29. Photograph of the Deer Park Mine’s gob pile in January 1958. The height of
the pile has since been much reduced, through its base and surrounding tailings still
remain (Photograph Courtesy of the Oglesby Historical Society).
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Figure 30. Sketch map of the Black Hollow area prepared by Oglesby resident Bill Tyree
illustrating mine features identified by him and John Piano during their survey of the area
(Oglesby Historical Society, Drawer 3, Folder 3, Item 48).
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Figure 31. Tombstone discovered by John Piano and Bill Tyree during their 2002 survey
of the Black Hollow area. It is that of Wm McCullough, who died September 26, 1856 at
age 52 years, 5 months, and 18 days. This grave, which appears to be isolated, is located
outside the area of impact of the proposed reclamation work (Photograph courtesy of the
Oglesby Historical Society).
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Figure 32. Overlay of historic map of Deer Park Mine (in red) over existing topography in
the project area. This overlay illustrates the extent of destruction caused to the surface
complex of the mine by the construction of Ed Hand Highway and Bridge (IDNR,
Abandoned Mined Lands Division).
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Figure 33. IDNR topographic map showing the Deer Park Mine Project Area. Landscape and structural features identified
during the current investigation are noted.
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Figure 34. Plan of Features 1 and 2. These features are associated with the tipple tramway and bridge of the Deer Park Mine.
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Figure 35. Photograph of the bridge abutments discussed as Feature 2, taken by John Piano in 2002. The concrete footing
shown in the lower right corner is associated with Feature 1 (Photograph courtesy of Oglesby Historical Society).
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Figure 36. Photograph of one of the concrete footings associated with Feature 1. The notch
in the top surface was intended to receive a post for the tipple tramway.

Figure 37. View of the westernmost of the bridge abutments comprising Feature 2.
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Figure 38. View of the westernmost bridge abutment, showing pointed end with protected
steel plate.

Figure 39. The western bridge abutment had two notches in its west side in which posts for
framing for the tramway would have been set.
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Figure 40. Two views of the central abutment for the mine bridge (Feature 2). This abutment is located right on the west
bank of the Vermilion and is pointed on its upstream side. The abutment on the opposite bank can be seen in the background
in the photograph at right.
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Figure 41. Detail of the central bridge abutment, showing battered sides, concrete cap, and
threaded tie-rods for bridge stringers.

Figure 42. View of the lone concrete bridge abutment present on the east bank of the
Vermilion River, looking southwest. The Ed Hand Highway Bridge appears in the
background.
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Figure 43. View of the concrete bridge abutment on the east bank of the Vermilion,
looking northwest.
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Figure 44. View of the remains of the suspected fan house (Fea. 4), showing concrete
foundation and timbers.
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Figure 45. View of Feature 4, showing a mount for the fan engine. Note the tie rods
encased in brick.
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Figure 46. View of Feature 5, a set of concrete footings associated with a removed water
tank.

Figure 47. Detail of Feature 3, showing water pipe and steel straps used to secure the tank
legs.
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Figure 48. View of a surface depression on the bluffs lying on the south side of Ed Hand
Highway. This depression possibly is mine related and was caused by a ceiling collapse.

Figure 49. View of Feature 6, a water-filled depression located near the mouth of the
southern slope entrance to the mine. A concrete pier with tie-rods is located in the middle
of the depression.
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Figure 50. View of the concrete pier in Feature 6. This pier possibly represents an engine
mount.

Figure 51. View of Feature 7 a concrete building foundation located adjacent to the
roadway connecting the Deer Park and Illinois Clay Products mine. The building with
which this foundation is associated likely was a support structure for “Entry C” to the Deer
Park Mine.
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Figure 52. Another view of Feature 6. The building was built against An earthen berm
and had a small basement accessible at grade.

Figure 53. A file was found on the ground surface near Feature 6. This may indicate the
use of the building as a tool shed or workshop.
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Figure 54. Two views of Feature 7, the remains of Reynolds’ Suspension Bridge. Note the
paired steel cables extending out from the river bank.
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Figure 55. No historic photographs of Reynolds’ Suspension Bridge were discovered
during the course of the project. However, it may have resembled the so-called “Swinging
Bridge” shown above, which was located farther upstream and allowed pedestrian access
between Oglesby and scenic Deer Park (Photograph courtesy of the Oglesby Historical
Society).
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Figure 56. Overlay of the historic mine map over a modern topographic map showing area
in which the surface complex of the Illinois Clay Products Mine was located. The dashed
box indicates the area mapped in the following figure (IDNR, Abandoned Mined Lands
Division).
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Figure 57. Plan of the structural remains identified as Features 9, 10, and 11. Feature 9 is
a boiler chamber, while Feature 10 represents the ruins of a structure the historic mine
map identifies as a “crusher.” This same map depicts an engine house in the vicinity of
Feature 10. All three of these features are associated with the Illinois Clay Products Mine.
The contour lines shown on the plan above are approximate (1’ interval) and meant to be
representative.
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Figure 58. General views of the setting in which Features 9 and 10 are located, looking
northeast (TOP) and west (BOTTOM). The boiler chamber discussed as Feature 9 is
shown in the lower image, at left.
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Figure 59. The drainage running along the north side of the terrace on which Feature is
located is littered with steel pipe and drainage tile.

Figure 60. View of Feature 9 looking southeast from across drainage.
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Figure 61. View of Feature 9, showing east side of boiler chamber. The brickwork on this
end of the structure has been broken out; this presumably was done when the boiler was
removed.

Figure 62. View of the interior of Feature 9, looking east.
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Figure 63. View of southeast corner of Feature 9. Several notches are present in the south
wall and appear to have once accommodated support beams.

Figure 64. View of the west side of Feature 9. Note opening in lower part of wall.
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Figure 65. One of the concrete piers/footings located to the east of Feature 9. This and the
other structural remains comprising Feature 10 are suspected to be associated with a
crusher complex.

Figure 66. Large concrete pier located in the center of Feature 10.
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Figure 67. (LEFT) Another view of concrete pier shown in previous figure. Note notches for heavy timbers. (RIGHT) View
of the concrete retaining wall and associated buttresses on the south side of Feature 10.
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Figure 68. Additional views of concrete retaining wall which is part of Feature 10, illustrating method of construction.
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Figure 69. Additional views of the western end of the concrete retaining wall in Feature 10.
Note buttresses. An active spring is present immediately west of this wall. It is not whether
the spring is natural or emanates from underground mine workings.
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Figure 70. View of the concrete foundation and footings comprising Feature 11. These
remains may be associated with the engine house depicted on the historic mine map.

Figure 71. View of an isolated concrete footing found a short distance south of Feature 11.
It was not assigned a feature number.
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Figure 72. A fallen utility pole on the southern end of the Illinois Clay Products Mine Site.
The electrical line to which this pole was associated appears to have continued southeast
into Matthiessen State Park. It is not clear whether this pole is contemporary with the
mine.
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Figure 73. View of two surface depressions on the southern end of the mine site. These are
among a number of depressions at the site that were identified as potential shafts during
the initial survey conducted by the Abandoned Mine Lands Division. However, it remains
unclear whether they actually are mine related, represented of other activity, or are
natural features.
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Figure 74. Two views of a riveted metal pipe found on the southeastern corner of the mine site. Identified as Feature 12, this
pipe is believed to have lined an escapement shaft for the mine. There is evidence of a ladder having been present at one time,
which has since decayed.
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Figure 75. Additional views of Feature 12. (TOP) Looking down into the pipe still in situ.
(BOTTOM) View of the dislocated top of the suspected escapement shaft lining, which has
fallen into an adjacent ravine.
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ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING FORM
County: La Salle
Field Number:
Quadrangle (7.5'): La Salle

Site Name: Illinois Clay Prod. Mine

Revisit: N
State Site No.: 11LS1073

Date Recorded: 2009.07.03

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (to quarter quarter quarter)
Align: NE
Align: NE
Align:
Align:

1/4s: SWSENE
1/4s: NENWSE
1/4s:
1/4s:

SESWNE

NENESE

UTM Coordinates (by ISM): UTM Zone: 16

NWNESE

Section: 30 Township: 33 N
Section: 30 Township: 33N
Section:
Township:
Section:
Township:

UTM North: 4294736

Range: 2 E
Range: 2 E
Range:
Range:

UTM East: 329760

Ownership: Public

ENVIRONMENT
Topography: Bluffslope
Nearest Water Supply: Vermilion River
Soil Association: Lawson-Sawmill-Darwin

Elevation (in meters): 152
Drainage: Vermilion

Description: The site is located along the east bank of the Vermilion River, within the boundaries of Matthiessen State Park. The site
lies on a blufflsope and is heavily wooded.

SURVEY
Project Name: Deer Park Mine Survey
Ground Cover (List up to 3): Forest
Brush
Survey Methods (List up to 2): Pedestrian
Site Type (List up to 2): Commercial

Site Area (square meters): 52,041
Visibility (%): 10
Standing Structures: N

Weeds

SITE CONDITION
Extent of Damage: Moderate
Main Cause of Damage: Vandalism

MATERIAL OBSERVED
Number of Prehistoric Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Prehistoric Diagnostic Artifacts: 0
Prehistoric Surface Features: N

Number of Historic Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Historic Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Historic Surface Features: Y

Description: A number of foundations and footings are visible above grade at the site, including those associated with a
boiler chamber, crusher, and suspected engine house.

TEMPORAL AFFILIATION (check all that apply)

Colonial (1673-1780):

Prehistoric Unknown:
Paleoindian:
Archaic:
Early Archaic:
Middle Archaic:

Pioneer (1781-1840):
Frontier (1841- 1870):
Early Industrial (1871-1900):
Urban Industrial (1901-1945): Y
Post-War (1946-present):

Late Archaic:
Woodland:
Early Woodland:
Middle Woodland:
Late Woodland:

Mississippian:
Upper Mississippian:
Protohistoric:
Historic Native American:
Historic (generic):

Description: Illinois Clay Products operated a clay mine this location between 1914 and 1925. Coal also was extracted from the
mine.
Surveyor: F. Mansberger
Site Report by: C. Stratton
IHPA Log No.:
Compliance Status:

Institution: FRR
Institution: FRR

Survey Date: 04/10/2009
Date: 07/13/2009
IHPA First Sur. Doc. No.:

Curation Facility: FRR
NRHP Listing: N
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ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING FORM
County: La Salle
Field Number:
Quadrangle (7.5'): La Salle

Site Name: Illinois Zinc Co. Mine 1

Revisit: N
State Site No.: 11LS1074

Date Recorded: 2009.07.03

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (to quarter quarter quarter)
Align: NE
Align:
Align:
Align:

1/4s: SWSENE
1/4s:
1/4s:
1/4s:

SESWNE

NENESE

UTM Coordinates (by ISM): UTM Zone: 16

NWNESE

Section: 30 Township: 33 N
Section:
Township:
Section:
Township:
Section:
Township:

UTM North: 4574116

Range: 2 E
Range:
Range:
Range:

UTM East: 329427

Ownership: Private

ENVIRONMENT
Topography: Bluffslope
Nearest Water Supply: Vermilion River
Soil Association: Lawson-Sawmill-Darwin

Elevation (in meters): 146
Drainage: Vermilion

Description: The site is located along both banks of the Vermilion River immediately east of Oglesby. The eastern part of the site
extends along the bluffbase and bluffslope, while that on the west lies within the floodplain. The site is heavily wooded

SURVEY
Project Name: Deer Park Mine Survey
Ground Cover (List up to 3): Forest
Brush
Survey Methods (List up to 2): Pedestrian
Site Type (List up to 2): Commercial

Site Area (square meters): 87,713
Visibility (%): 10
Standing Structures: N

Weeds

SITE CONDITION
Extent of Damage: Severe
Main Cause of Damage: Development

MATERIAL OBSERVED
Number of Prehistoric Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Prehistoric Diagnostic Artifacts: 0
Prehistoric Surface Features: N

Number of Historic Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Historic Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Historic Surface Features: Y

Description: A number of concrete foundations and footings are visible above grade at the site, including those associated with a
shipping tipple, bridge, water tower, engine mount, and an unidentified building. Road/rail beds and a gob pile also are
present.

TEMPORAL AFFILIATION (check all that apply)

Colonial (1673-1780):

Prehistoric Unknown:
Paleoindian:
Archaic:
Early Archaic:
Middle Archaic:

Pioneer (1781-1840):
Frontier (1841- 1870):
Early Industrial (1871-1900):
Urban Industrial (1901-1945): Y
Post-War (1946-present):

Late Archaic:
Woodland:
Early Woodland:
Middle Woodland:
Late Woodland:

Mississippian:
Upper Mississippian:
Protohistoric:
Historic Native American:
Historic (generic):

Description: The site was developed in 1901 by the Illinois Zinc Company to supply coal to that company's plant in nearby Peru. The
coal mine remained in operation until 1922.

Surveyor: F. Mansberger
Site Report by: C. Stratton
IHPA Log No.:
Compliance Status:

Institution: FRR
Institution: FRR

Survey Date: 04/10/2009
Date: 07/13/2009
IHPA First Sur. Doc. No.:

Curation Facility: FRR
NRHP Listing: N
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Figure 76. Detail of the United States Geological Survey’s La Salle, Illinois 7.5-minute
Topographic Quadrangle Map, showing the limits for the Deer Park Mine Survey (blue)
and limits of the two sites identified during the survey (USGS 1993).
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