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Abstract

The Conference Center Site is located within Lincoln Home National Historic Site, Springfield,
llinois. In anticipation of new construction onto the rear of the circa 1966 building, Fever River
Research conducted archaeological excavations to mitigate the impact of construction on a
middle-nineteenth century historical archaeological component present a the site. The
excavations were conducted within what would have been the Mid-Yard activity area of a late
1830s and/or 1840s urban occupation. Besides a relatively intact (and encapsulated) midden,
several shallow features were documented. These features probably represent the remains of two
relatively ephemeral Mid-Y ard frame outbuildings (such as summer kitchen and/or wood house).
Additionally the midden yielded a variety of domestic artifacts once associated with this
occupation. One unusual feature documented during these investigations was a shallow,
rectangular pit that was filled with charred corncobs and wood fragments. This pit may represent
a smudge pit (associated with insect control), or document either hide or meat processing
activities.

Cover: View of the Conference Center sitein Springfield, Illinois asillustrated on the Bird's
Eye View of Springfield, Illinois(Ruger 1867).
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Introduction

The Conference Center Site is located in Lot 2, Block 10 of Elijah. Iles Addition to Springfield,
Illinois within the greater limits of the Lincoln Home National Historic Site Historic District.
The four-block Lincoln Home National Historic Site, the only established National Park located
in Illinois, was formed in October 1972. The home occupied by President Abraham Lincoln
from 1844 through his departure in early 1861 for the presidency, is the central focal point of the
park.

The Lincoln Home was operated as a state historic site from 1887 (the date it was given to the
State of Illinois by Robert Todd Lincoln) through 1972 (when it was transferred to the United
States of America). Over the next couple of years, the federal government acquired the
surrounding four city blocks (Blocks 6, 7, 10 and 11 of Elijah Iles’ Addition to the City of
Springfield) and incorporated them into the greater Lincoln Home National Historic Site. The
development of the National Historic Site has focused on the restoration of the Lincoln Home
and the surrounding urban landscape —particularly the intersection of Jackson and Eighth Streets.
The Historic Zone within Lincoln Home National Historic Site is centered on this intersection
and includes the property each side of Eighth Street. The Historic Site’s Visitor Center, parking,
and Legacy Gardens occupy the peripheral non-historic area of the park (see Figure 1).

The Conference Center Building was constructed as the Ninian Edwards Museum shortly after
the non-profit Ninian Edwards, Inc. purchased the property in October 1966. The structure was
noted as “a faithful reproduction designed from photographs and sketches of the original Ninian
Edwards Home built in 1863 at the northwest corner of Second and Edwards Streets at the
present site of the Centennial Building” (CUE 1967). Opening in August 1967, the building
operated during the late 1960s and early 1970s as a museum interpreting the life of Abraham
Lincoln. Prior to the purchase of the property by the National Park Service, the exhibits within
the building included areplica of the parlor in which Lincoln married Mary Todd in 1842, and a
series of dioramas depicting the life of Lincoln. It was not until November 16, 1979, that the site
became the property of the United States and incorporated into the Lincoln Home National
Historic Site (Banton, Balm and O’ Bright 1987:15).

Currently, the Conference Center property is incorporated into Lincoln Home National Historic
Site. Additionally, the Lincoln Home itself is listed as a National Historic Landmark (NHL).
The Lincoln Home received this status in 1959-60, prior to the formation of the National Park
and National Register of Historic Places listing of the neighborhood (Shedd 1959). The
Conference Center Building, although located within the Historic Zone of the park, is considered
a non-contributing building within the Lincoln Home National Historic Site National Register of
Historic Places Historic District (which was formally listed on the National Register in 1976; see
Ortega 1976, Ortega and York 1980). The Conference Center Site is not considered part of the
National Historic Landmark. Today, the Conference Center Building is used by the National
Park Service for educational programs and general-purpose meetings. In 2002, the National Park



Service initiated construction of a new service wing onto the rear of this building. The addition
was constructed to comply with ADA accessibility and fire-safety requirements.

In late September 2002, prior to the construction of the new wing onto this building, Phase 11
archaeological testing of that portion of the Conference Center Site to be impacted by the
proposed construction was undertaken by Fever River Research, Springfield, Illinois. The Phase
Il archaeological investigations, which have been summarized in Mansberger (2002), indicated
that intact early-to-middle-nineteenth century deposits (dating from circa 1840-1865) were
present in that portion of the site slated for construction.” Subsequently, the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency determined that these archaeological resources contributed to our
understanding of the early lifeways in Springfield, and thus this site was considered eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places (as per Criterion D).

With this in mind, and in consultation with the Preservation Services Division of the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) and the National Park Service (NPS), Fever River
Research prepared a Data Recovery Plan (DRP) which outlined a program of scientific data
recovery that would mitigate the adverse affects of the proposed construction of the new service
wing onto the rear of the non-historic Conference Center Building within Lincoln Home
National Historic Site, Springfield, Illinois.  This report describes the results of the
archaeological mitigation conducted prior to the construction activity on this site, as outlined in
the data recovery plan. This archaeological mitigation work was conducted by Fever River
Research (under contract with the National Park Service) immediately upon acceptance of the
Data Recovery Plan by the IHPA. All work was conducted under the guidance of Floyd
Mansberger, principal of Fever River Research.?

! The archaeological site associated with the historic Conference Center Site has been identified by the Illinois
Archaeological Site number 11SG1292, which is the Smithsonian Ingtitution’s Trinomial System for identifying
archaeological sites. The first number refers to the state (in this case, the “11” refersto lllinois), the second set of
letters refers to the county (in this case, the “SG” refers to Sangamon County), and the third number refers to the
actua site documented within that county.

% This project was conducted under Purchase Order #P6530021065 with Fever River Research, Springfield, lllinois.



